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German Why so much about 
Rationalism ?’—the reader may be ready to say. 
e growth of this system jn 
Germany is one of the most notable signs of the 
times, as it regards Chri8t’s kingdom. Because 
the transmutation of the fine gold, in the very 
birth-place of the Reformation, should be held up 
to alarm innovators. Because a figblogy is 
creeping in among us which has a strong family 


likeness to the beginnings of neolegy. Because tgade 


we are flooded with German books; German, di- 
vinity, German exegesis, German phrases~@ 
German mysticiém, 

The Rationalists of Germany, and these who 
ape them elsewhere, may be naturally thrown into 
two great classes, each admitting of numerous 
subdivisions. The first consists of those who 
call themselves food Christians, and profess to 
found their belief upon the Bible, though they 
take away from it, by exegesis, all that really en- 
titles it to be arule of faith. ~The second includes 


. those who either explicitly deny the inspiration 


of the Scriptures, or, which is more common, take 
for granted in their reasoning the impossibility of 
any revelation. There is a very marked differ- 
ence between the exegetical productions of the 
one school, and of the other. The Infidel Ration- 
alists are consistent. Their inferences are legiti- 


mate, though their principles are false. Having 


no extremes to bring together, nogheterogeneous 
elements to compound, they are comparatively 


candid and impartial. Nor is it very difficult to’ 


separate the chaff from the wheat. We have 
only to remember that their principles require 
them to decry whatever would imply the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, but that in other cases 
they are for the most part under no temptation to 
disfigure or disguise the truth. Hence, some of 
them exgjecitly acknowledge that the doctrines 
commonly called orthodox #re those taught in the 
Scriptures, while they do not affect to believe 
them. 

‘The other class, which, for the sake of distinc- 
tion we may call that of the Heretical Rationalist, 
have a harder task, when they attempt to be inter- 
preters. They have to divest the Scriptures of 


_ ‘the very attributes by which they are characteri- 


zed; to purge out the very qualities, which make 
them what they are. They have to prog; not 
merely that there never wag aairacle, but that 
the Bible does not say there ever was one; not 
merely that predictions never came to pass, but 


that the Bible predicts nothing; and that all the 


wonder lies in the stupidity of men who can find 
prophecy and miracles in Scripture. This para- 
dox of paradoxes calls of course for much per- 
verse ingenuity to make it even plausible. And 
accordingly we find that those who undertake in 
this way to refute common sense, do not scruple 
in the least to use the poorest quibbles, and the 
meanest subterfuges, rather than acknowledge 
what they know to be the truth. In writers of 
this class, there is more to be suspected, because 
the principle on which they pretend to act is one 
so monstrous that it cannot be believed. That 


aman should believe the Bible to be a human 


composition, is conceivable-enough. But for any 
one to persuade himself that it relates no miracles, 
and purports to give no prophecies, is enough to 
shock our confidence in any man’s integrity. We 
know the worst of the infidel critic, when we 
know that he views the Scriptures as he views 
the classics, and is no more likely to misrepresent 
the meaning in the one case than in the other. 
But we never know how far the insiduous heretic 
will go in his attempts to torture truth into a lie. 

We may illustrate the foregoing statements by 
a glance at the interpretations ofgur Saviour’s 
temptation in the wilderness, which have been 
proposed by German critics. The true sense of 
the Scriptural account, which is too obvious to be 
mistaken, is maintained by scarcely any names of 


except Storr and Michaelis. Paulus and Ber 
tholdt undertake to show that Christ was 


note among the modern school of sant Boo 


. sort of phrensy, and imagined that he saw an ap- 


parition which addressed him in the words re- 
corded. Another explanation, recommended by 
Eichhorn and Augusti, supposes Jesus to have 
been perplexed and troubled by -unhallowed 
thoughts, and to have stated this fact by a famili- 
ar Jewish figure, or in accommodation to a Jewish 
superstition, in a dramatic form, as having passed 
by way of dialogue between himself and Satan; 
just as some learned American critics treat the 
temptation of Eve. A fourth class, to which be- 
long the elder Rosenmueller and F%inoel, regard 
the narrative as historically true, but understand by 
Satan one of the Jewish priests, who from time to 
time attempted to discover by temptation whether 
Jesus was the Christ. Schulze and some othérs 
think the story a philosophical mythus invented 
to explain Christ’s residence for forty days in the 
wilderness. And no doubt there are others, there 
as elsewhere, who complete the series by denying 
to this part of Scripture the poor prais@®f being 


even philosophical. 


‘We make these remarks, because some of our 
own writers in this department are accustomed to 
appeal to foreign critics in a way which would 
lead the unwary reader to suppose that they were 
Christians. 


‘The simplicity of religious feeling is one of its 
most touching beauties. It is a sunny and child- 
like, and single-hearted repose upon plain and 
realized truth. The very charm of it is, that it is 
so i uous and transparent that there is no 
mistaking itenature or reality. Its expression is, 
«Read, recognise, receive me;—there is in me 
no reservation or disguise,—welcome me, and I 
will make you happy: ; > 


| 
XANDER, Eprror. 


H. K 
‘ 


For the Presbyterian. 
_- HOW TO USE A COMMENTARY. 
Mr. Editor,—Theragre 80 ings: which 


Qw any thing about xperiencey and 


those few say much less in their praise than other | 


people. This remark applies to books, as well.as 
other things, and to no class of books more justly 
than to formal commentaries on the Scriptures. I 
haye known persons who were conscientiously 
desirous of becoming acquainted with the word of 
God, to be exceedingly embarrassed and depress- 
ed by an impyession that some great apparatus 
was essenti the attempt. I have known youn 

ministers and students of theology, who om 
to be deferring their attempts at ‘ private interpre- 
tation’ till they could amass a huge amount of cri- 
ticism and commentary. Now for the sake of 
these two classes, I am_of opinion that the mis- 
take which they are lying under ought to be cor- 
rected. Notes and comments have encroached 
too much already on the Word itself, and«an ido- 
latrous devotion to great nameg, at present seems 
to threaten something worse. Allow me there- 
fore to suggest a very few considerations to your 


rs. 

In the first place, I ask what the use and object 
of acommentary is? Is it not designed to solve 
the difficulties for us which we cann@ solve our-. 
selves? Now the least inpélligent and least en- 
lightened reader of the Hak¥"Serptures knows that 
these insuperable difficulties Beay a small propor- 
tion to the whole of revelations Even supposing 
then that they remained forever unexplained, there 
would be light enough to save our souls. 

In the next place, I observe that though it might 
have been expected that professed interpreters of 
Scripture should confine themselves to — 
ties, and pass over what is easy, the revefse is 
very commonly the case. The great mass of 


assages and expatiate at large on what is perf 
™ intelligible. We are not + infer therefore from 
the bulk of such books, that they are indispensa- 
ble to students of the Bible. 

In the third place, commentators who do at 
attempt to explain what is difficult or doubtful, 
very often fail, or if they de not fail, succeed about 
as well as humble, devout, unassisted readers. A 
long train of philological induction and the re- 
search of years, often bring the man of learni 
the point long since attained by the untu 
commonense of some obscure believer. 

I have made the above remarks, not for the Je 


pose of decrying my own favourite study, but 
order to relieve the minds of those who feel asif 
the ‘ Bible without note or comment’ was a mere 
sealed book to them. Having now presented m 

ument, I proceed to make a few more practi- 
founded on observation and expe- 
rience. 

1. Commentary or the Bible is a necessary evil. 
The less we have of it the better, provided we ob- 
tain the light we need. Some writers are of a 
different opinion, and appeer to think the more 
they say the better. The best commentators are 
too prolix. The idea of commentating on every 
part of a whole book is absurd. It alwage leads 
to diffuseness and prolixity. 

2. Commentaries ought to be consulted, not read, 
(I do not here refer to those for family use) be- 
cause they waste time, exhaust patience, distract 
attention, suggest diffioulties which they cannot 
solve, increase the daakpeagof dark passages, 
and put out the light aféiger ones. 

3. Those are best to use a commenta- 

who have read the most without one. Why? 

ecause they know what they want-to have ex- 
lained. Leta man read the sixteenth Psalm a 
Steed times, with earnest efforts to discern its 
meaning. Some things will be dark to him after 
all, but others will be clear enough, and will grow 
clearer every time he reads it. Let this man then 
to a learned commentary, Professor Stuart’s 
for instance, and he will find some useful expla- 
nations that he wanted, and a number of others 
that he does not want at all, because the thing is 
clear enough without them. Let another man 
read the Psalm, for the first time with attention, in 
connexion with the commentary, and a hundred 
difficulties will start up, that could never have oe- 
curred to him, because they are factitious. ‘The 
indiscriminate explanation of every thing whether 
difficultor not, confounds him, and involves him 
in distraction and perplexity from which he is not 
likely to be saved by being told that A. thinks 
this, and B. thinks that, and C. argues with both, 
and D. dissents from all. 

The rules which I propose to all sorts of rea- 
ders, learned and unlearned, are as follows : 

1. Read the Bible alone, and ascertain for your- 
self what is clear and what is not ; and never let 
the mere assertion of a commentator, without 
preof, persuade you that darkness is light or light 
darkness. 


get light, not merely to see what the writer has to 
say. 

3. Prefer short notes to long, verbose, commen- 
taries. 

4. Always suspect commentators who profess 
to know every thing, and seem to find no difficul- 
ties anywhere. 

5. After all, judge for yourself, or rather im- 
plore the assistance of the Holy Spirit —— 
you. Vv. W. 


For the Presbyterian. ' 


- PROMOTION OF THE SPIRIT OF MISSiONS. 


(Concluded.) 


After having thus exhibited the deplorable state 
of the human family, let the affecting truth be urged 
with eyery variety of illustration, and impressed 
on every conscience, that unless the Gospel be sent 
to them they must perish. Besides the name of 
Jesus Christ, “there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.”” The testimony of Scripture on this 

oint is uniform and explicit. But notwithstand- 
ing the plain declarations of the word of God, 
there are doubtless many within the church, who 
cherish a lurking belief that some how or other 
the heathen escape condemnation: the fact that 
20,000,000 of them die annually, staggers their 
faith in the atonement of Christ as the only ex- 
clusive refuge from the future wrath of God. 
This dangerous delusion must be examined and 
shown to be utterly false, and highly pernicious 
in its tendency. herever it is indulged, it must 
form an insurmountable barrier against the spread 
of a missionary spirit. If it be scriptural, then let 
our Bibles and ts be distributed at home. 
Let the treasures of the church no longer be la¥- 
ished on foreign stations. Let the Missionaries 
relinquish their labors, and return to the refined 
society and religious privileges of their native 
lands. Precious blood enoitgh has been poured 
out on heathen ground; and the world has sacri- 
ficed too many of its noblest offspring in this 
chimerftal enterprise. But if, on the other hand, 
this notion be unfounded, end the heathen do 
really perish, how forcible the claim which the 
minister of Christ may ground on this fact to the 
alms, the efforts, and the prayers of his people. 
Every year a company of human beings sufficient, 
if collgrted together, to form a solid mass six 
miles 4n length and a milé in breadth, sinking 
into the grave, to share in the eternal horrors of 
the world of wo—who could sit unmoved under 
the a of a fact like this ? 

Another truth which should be proclaimed in 
order to excite a missionary spirit is, that the de- 
clarations of Scripture concerning the efficacy of the 
proposed remedy, are amply con by encourag- 


ing facts. The standard of the cross has been 


commentators slide gently over the most trying 


2. Consult commentators oa specific points, to | 


- 


ESBYTERIA 


lanted- amid the snows of Greenland, by 
anks of the Ganges, and on many remote 


barbarous 


borne, 
follow fits train. 
ri has- shown’ that the religion of Jesus 
i® suited to the necessities gf man in all the cir- 
cumstances of his being. I¥ enlightens the igno- 
rant, reclaims the vicious, humbles- the proud, 
raises the depressed, and pours consolation into the 
wounded spirit. It opens a fountain ‘for sin and 
for uncleanness,’ and if you call together the whole 
race of Adam, with all their varieties of vice and 
all their moral deformity and pollution, _ 
shall wash therein and be clean—and they shall 
come forth assimilated by its mysterious influ- 
ence into one uniform and consistent whole, their 
lips singing in blended strains the same song of 
titude, their bosoms throbbing with the same 
ively emotions, their hearts beating in perfect 
harmony and love, and anticipating the same 
heaven of. blessedness hereafter. 
The triymphant progress of the Gospel in pa- 
n lands, while it furnishes a new and indepen- 
ent argument in favour of the divine authority of 
our religion, affords a sure pledge of its ultimate 
and entire success. - The facts on this subject, if 
properly presented before any Christian congre- 
gation, could not fail of producing a deep impres- 
sion. They are even putting to silence the avow- 
ed opposers of religion; and absolutely extorting 
expressions of astonishment and praise from 
many who have hitherto looked on with incredu- 
lity or céntempt. Who could contemplate the 
total transformation which has taken place with- 
in a few years in the moral condition of the 
Sandwich Islands, and then refuse his tribute of 
gratitude to God or withhold his support from 
such acause? When one man, living under the 
light of the Gospel, who had become notoriously 
rofligate, is brought by Divine grace to renounce 
his vices, amend his life, enrol himself among the 
friends of piety, and consecrate his talents to the 
Igri, he is as “a wonder unto many.” What 
are we to think, then, when we see a whole nation 
regenerated, and that in a day t—a nation of 
idolaters, debased in crime, enslaved by lust, ig- 
norant of any way of salvation, and groaning un- 
der the curse of the most barbarous’ rites and 
ceremonies—such a people, rising up from their 
degradation, dashing their idols in pieces, estab- 
lishing schools, erecting temples to the true God, 
eagerly adopting all means of.mental and moral 
improvement, re-organizing their government on 
the principles of Scripture ethics, and furnishing 
in the administration of their laws, the first mo- 
dern illustration of that happy union of Church 
‘and State—the union of piety and power in their 
magistrates and rulers—which shall ultimately 
prevail throughout the world.. Who can resist 


y | the conviction that the Omnipotence which origi- 


nally brought light out of darkness and order out 
of confusion, is alone adequate to accomplish this 
new creation—to educe beauty, and symmetry, 
and grace, from this moral chaos? Ifthe deserts 
of Arabia should suddenly put on a garniture of 
green, and fruitful trees should spring up in their 
sterile sands, and the burning air should be laden 
with the fragrance of fresh flowers, and limpid 
streams should burst forth and sparkle on every 
side, the change would be scarcely more wonder- 
ful or more undeniably the work of God. Itis 
evident, therefore, that it is no longer a question 
whether the missionary enterprise shall result in 
‘a mighty fulfilment or a still mightier failure :’ 
the seal of God’s approbation has been set upon 
it; and all who love his cause, should be stimu- 
lated to new diligence and activity by its success. 
| In conclusion, I cannot but express the hope 
‘that a new era in the history of our church is at 
hartd, in reference to this. subject. Just in pro- 
portion to the spread of information concerning 
missions, appears to be the increase of missionary 
feeling and enterprise. It is not too much to 
hope that soon throughout all our borders, th: 
akation of the world shall so absorb attention and 
fix the interest of Christians that from eve 

hamlet in our land, daily prayer and efforts will 
be directed to this great cause. And will not 
then the spirit of the primitive disciples return 
and dwell among us? Will not division and 
contention be banished? Will not the lovely 
characteristics of the Christian religion be seen 


lorified—as he has not been? Such hopes I do 
indulge, and feeling thus, I cannot feel that I 
have - vl my duty, while I omit any effort that 
can avail to promote a missionary spirit in the 
churehes. 


For the Presbyterian. 
ARISE AND SHINE. 


Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

Arouse thee and awake! _ 

Take back thy long lost diadem, 
Thy regal vestments take. 

For on the mountain’s top I see 
The Branch of Jesse’s vine, 

His very eg is majesty, 

His very form divine. 

That eye, from which the heavens flee 
Is gently fixed on thine, 

And from afar he calls to thee, 

‘ Arise and shine \’ 


No more he wears upon his brow 
The thorny wreath of shame ; 

His judgment robes are on him now, 
And Vengeance is his name. 

A cup is in his right band borne 

Of strong, but bitter wine, 

His foes shall drink it—he hath sworn— 
—His enemies and thine. 

But he espies thy vesture torn, 

Thy widow’s weeds for ages worn, 
Aud lo!—He makes a sign. 

‘Zion, my spouse, no longer mourn ; 
‘Arise and shine!’ 


‘Alas! wherewith shall I arise? 

For I am weak and poor ?’ 
—Responsive thunder shakes the skies, 
‘Is not my premise sure 7? 

‘ Did I not once to vengeance bow, 

‘ Aud die, to make thee mine 7 

‘ And can’st thou, dar’st thou, ask me how 
‘Thoa shalt arise and shine ? 

‘Hast thou not strength to pay thy vow? 
‘Thy Saviour’s strength is thine. 
‘In my own strength bid thee now 


‘ Arise and shine! E. A. 


For The Presbyterian. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
- FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Proposed enlargement of the Missions of the Board 
during the present year. . 


It is the usage of the Prudential Committee to 
make a statement, in the early part of each year, 
of their plan of operations for the year, so that the 
patrons of the Board may judge how far their co- 
operation is needed. A brief statement of the kind 
will now be made for the present year ;—premis- 
ing, that the plan may be considerably modified 
by the number of missionaries at command, and 
by unanticipated events of Providence. 

In making out aschedule of missionaries whom 
it is Jeatoable to send forth, the inquiry has not 
been for the greatest number. The fact is, that 
many hundreds might be advantageously employ- 
ed in those territoriés merely, which have been ex- 
plored by American missionaries. And if it be 
admitted that the Gospel is to be published every- 
where within the present century, then the time 
is not distant when the American churches will 
send forth hundreds of missionaries in a single 
year. And do not the churches intend to accom- 

lish the work within the present century? Nay, 
is it not their purpose to strive for a still more 
speedy accomplishment? That such a determina- 
tion is gradually forming in the churches, there 
cannot be a doubt; and it is-cheering to know that 


a verse increasing number of the disciples of 
Christ are living, labouring, praying, and appro- 
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priating time, substance and influence, with their 
upon the speedy of the world 
fo hatever atever 
Christian effoft — whether 
domestic or foreign missions, the education of 
ministers, the miftiplication of Bibles or tracts, 
the improyement of morals or education, tie 
advancement of sci®ace, or whatever it may 
be—the object of the pursuit is the same: it is, 
THE SPEEDY CONVERSION OF 
At this grand result, the Prudential Commit- 
tee are bound, by the sacred trust committed to 
them, unceasingly to aim; and, relying on the 
romise of Him who commanded the Gospel to 
e preached to every creature, and upon the bene- 
volence of the churches, they have pledged them- 
selves, and the Board is pledged, to send forth 
every preacher of the Gospel, who tenders his 
services, and possesseS the necessary qualifica- 
tions. Hitherto this pledge has been kept invio- 
late, nor is there any danger that the churches 
will refuse to sanction it. 
There is, however, a great deficiency in the 
number of ministers of the gospel who are both 
able and disposed to engage in the missionary 
service. It is true, that the number increases 
from year to year; but i is also true, that the ur- 
gency of the demand, occasioned by the gracious 
rovidence of God, increases with far greater ra- 
pidity. It is true that, there, were g@ver so many 
missionaries engaged for a single year, as at pre- 
sent; yet is the number but little more then 
twenty, while the providential demand, on the 
most moderate calculation, as will presently be 
seen, is for more than twice that number. It is 
much to be desired, that the churches would strive 
to effect a great increase in the number of soldiers 
of the cross for the foreign service ; as, at present 
there is scarcely enough in the field to set the bat- 
tle in array against a single considerable kingdom. 
It is supposed, that our own' waste places and va- 
cant parishes will suffer by our sending a hund- 
red missionaries to the heathen, where we now send 
ten? Even were such to be the fact, our duty 
would still be plain. ‘The apostles had scarcely 
preached the gospel throughout Judea, when, with 
a few exceptions, they dispersed themselves over 
the heathen world. But such would not be the 
fact. Of those preachers who do not become for- 


and felt of all men? Will not our Master be|. 


eign missionaries, a greater number devote them- 
selves to our waste places, than would do so if 
there were no foreign missions. The number of 
domestic missionaries has increased faster than 
the number of foreign missionaries. Then again 
it is found, that very many of the young men who 
come up from the field and the shop to prepare for 
the ministry, receive their first impulse toward 
the sacred office from a desire to become mission- 
aries of the cross. The company of Christ’s min- 
isters is rendered more numerous, by means of 
missions to the heathen. 
send abroad, the more we haveathome. Here it 
is that scattering will increase, and withholding 
more than is meet will tend to poverty. The true 
economy for the churches is, todo their duty, and 
live by faith on the Son of God. | 

In estimating the number of missionaries needed 
for the present year, the Committee have been 
guided wholly by what they regard as providen- 
tial indications ; and, as has been already remark- 
ed, they have stated the Jeast number, in respect 
to each of the,missions, and not the greatest. In 
view of the claims of the several fields occupied 
by the Board, or demariding its immediate atten- 
tion, they adopted the following resolution early 
in January : viz— 

Resolved, That it is advisable for the Board, 
with the leave of Providence, to send forth missiona- 
ries, during the present year, to the countries and 
in the proportions following, provided suitable 
men can be obtained ; viz. 7 
To Bombay, - - 
To Ceylon, - 
To Southeastern Asia, as follows ;— 
Siam, 

‘To China, - 

As explorers on the continent and islands, 

Tobe in readiness to occupy new stations, 
To the Mediterranean, as follows ;— 

To the Nestorians of Persia, - 

To Trebizoud, on the Black Sea, - 

To the island of Cyprus, - - 

To the island of Samos, 

To the island of Candia, - - 

To the island of Negropont, : 

To Smyrna, - 
‘I'v Western Africa, - 

To the Western coast of Patagonia, South America, 2 
To the Indians of North America, as follows ;— 


3 


— 09 
fos) 


To Indians on Lake Superior, - 

To Indians of Upper Mississippi, - 2 

To Indians of Upper Missouri, - + 2 

To Arkansas Cherokees, : - 2 

To Arkansas Choctaws and Creeks, 2—10 
Total, © 49 


Only two days after this resolution was adopt- 
ed, a communication was received from the mis- 
sionaries of the Board in Ceylon, in which they 


|ask for five missionaries, instead of three, the 
-|number mentioned above; 


and within three 
weeks, letters came from the Mediterranean, urg- 
ing upon the Committee the immediate occupa- 
tion of Damascus, in Syria, and Broosa, a large 
and interesting city in the ancient Bythinia; so 
that had the estimate been made only a month la- 
ter, the sum total must have exceeded fifty. | 
Should the Board send forth no more than 
twenty-five preachers during the present year, this 
would oe the number of its ordained missiona- 
ries to 100, and the whole number of its labourers 
—clergymen, laymen, male, and female—among 
the heathen, to nearly 300. The expense of the 
entire system of operations for the year ending 
August 31, 1832, was upwards of $120,000. Se- 
ven ordained missionaries and sixteen assistant 
missionaries have been sent abroad since that 
time ; and thus the balance of $6,000, then in the 
Treasury, was speedily absorbed. To sugtain 
the system, as it was the last year, and to send 
forth the missionaries now engaged, $140,000 will 
probably be needed for the year ending on theg81st 
of August next. - 
This brief statement of facts the Prudential 
Committee make to their patrons, in the hope that 
it may advance the sacred cause of which a spe- 


.| cial a is committed tothem. ‘To minis- 


ters of the el, and to candidates for the holy office, 
it appeals for a greater number of missionaries. 
Think not that your services will be declined for 
want of funds. That will not be, till the last 
possible effort to obtain them has failed, and the 
churches have thus peremptorily Said, they will 
send no more missionaries. The churches will 
furnish the means of sending forth every man, 
who is commissioned by the Holy Ghost to go; 
and nothing is wanting to rouse the churches to 
ten-fold activity and zeal in this cause, but ten 
times as many missionaries pressing into the dark 
and miserable regions of the sere. world. Upon 
the ministry it devolves in this, as in every other 
good work, to go before, and thus incite the 
churches onward. The command of Christ, a 
perishing world, the prosperity of the church, and 
the glory of her King, call for a rapid increase of 
the number of our missionaries to the heathen. 
Minister of Christ, successor to the apostles, will 
you go on this embassy of love !—To the churches, 
also, the appeal comes with the solemnity and 
power of a call from the providence of God. In 
every —— we behold the cloudy pillar, the 
symbol of Jehovah’s presence, lifted up as a signal 
for marching. ‘The time, yea, the set time, has 
come. And having the sure word of promise, 
and knowing that the Lord our God goes before 
es wg us go up at once and take possession of the 
and. 
In behalf of the Prudential Committee. 


. B. Wisner, 


Davip GREENE, 


| 


R. ANDERSON, 


THE WHOLE WORLD. [ 


ew hie 


The more ministers we: 
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CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
LETTER Vil. 


Adherence to our Doctrinal Standards. 


Continued. 


CurisTian Breruren,—It may be asked, and 
probably will be asked by some, what applica- 
tion the subjects discussed in the preceding letter, 
can have to the present state of the Presbyterian 
Church? I answer, mucu in a variety of ways. 
There are, undoubtedly, circumstances, either 
real or supposed, in the situation of the church, 
adapted to excite deep solicitude in the minds of 
those who take an intggest in her welfare; and 
especially in the minds of those who believe that 
her true interest essentially depends on her faith- 
ful adherence to those EVANGELICAL PRINCIPLES, 
which our fathers laboured hard to defend and 
establish; which their sons have gone through 
many a conflict to maintain; and which the great 
mass of our most experienced, wise, and pious 
ministers and members do still consider as lying 
at the foundation of our real prosperity as a 
Church of Christ. You will, no doubt, antici- 
pate me when I say, that the circumstance to 


hI @ilude is, the painful e 
many, that, in some of our Prost 9 


tertained 
ries, there is not that entire adherence to our doc- 
trinal standards which’ the purit} of the church 
demands. To what extent there is real ground 
for this fear, I pretend not todecide. I would fain 
hope, as expressed in my first letter, that nineteen- 
twentieths of our ministry and eldership are not 
liable, in any considerable degree, to the charge 
in question. I know, however, that’ the appre- 
hension above referred to, exists in some minds; 
and that, in some cases, it is so deeply fixed, as 
materially to interfere with that cordiality of feel- 
ing, and that harmony of Christian in urse, 
which are so deuteeble among the members of 
the body of Christ, and which it is the un- 
feigned object of these letters to promote. Many 
of those whom I address, will be better judges, 
both of the reality and extent of the evil in ques- 
tion, than, m my situation, I can possibly be. 
Permit me, then, Christian brethren, to pour out 
the fulness of my heart on this important subject, 
with fraternal freedom. I shall * bring no railing 
accuSation”’ against any one. I shall hold up no 
brother to the public gaze asa heretic. Nothing 
is further from my wish, than to hurl the charge 
of heterodoxy, or to indulge the suspicion of it 
in my own bosom. Rather would I cherish my- 
self, and inculcate upon all whom I address, the 
exercise of that Christian charity, which * hopeth 
all things,” and ‘**thinketh no evil.” Still, even 
charity herself has eyes, and ears, and intellect, 
and cannot be regardless of the truth. If the 
evil in question exists, is it the part of wisdom to 
to close our eyes against it? Will it not * eat as 
doth a canker,” and be likely, at last, to produce 
a fatal mischief? If it produce uneasiness now, 
will it not be likely, if left uncorrected, to pro- 
duce discord, hostility, and rupture in the end? 
Allow me, then, to express my feelings on the 
subject with all the sincerity and frankness of one 
who loves harmony and quietness mucn, but truth 
MORE ; and who remembers that the inspired ora- 
cle represents that ‘“‘ wisdom which cometh down 
from above,.as jirst’puRE, then PEACEABLE ;”’—nay 
who is | cag that all that peace which rests 
upon indifference to the truth, or on friendship to 
error, must be as transient as itis false. 

Let none say, that uniformity of doctrinal be- 
lief, among the ministers and members of “a par- 
ticular church, is by no means so important as 


or to give trouble respecting it, is rather a mark 
of prejudice and bigotry than of sound wisdom. 
This, I know, is the language of some. But is it 
the language of God’s word? Has it been the 
language of the most faithful and eminently use- 


| ful of the servants of Christ in any age? What 


is to be done by those who verily believe that 
Christians are bound, agreeably to the inspired 


| injunction, to **hold fast the form of sound words 


which they have received,” and to ** contend ear- 
nestly for the faith-ente delivered to the saints ?”’ 
What shall be done by those who believe that 
one principal end for which the church was jn- 
stituted by her Divine Head, was that she might 
preserve in their purity, and transmit uncorrupted 
to future ages, the true faith and order of Christ’s 
house? hat shall we say to those humble, 
conscientious Christians who think they read, in 
every page of ecclesiastical history, that, in all 
cases without exception, when the church has 
faitHfully adhered f@those doctrines of the Bible, 
and of the Reformation, which are taught in our 
Confession of Faith, she has been blessed and 
prospered; and that, just in proportion as she has 
departed from these doctrines, she has declined 
both in spirituality and peace? It is not enough 
to tell such persons that they are weakly preju- 
diced, or that they are “high church” bigots. 
This is, surely, not the way either to satisfy a 
conscientious seruple, or to promote Christian 
love among brethren. The stubborn facts, after 
all, remain; that it is by the fruth alone, borne 
home to the heart by the Spirit’s power, that any 
of the children of men are truly sanctified ;—and 
that it is only so far as the disciples of Christ 
‘‘ walk by the same rule,” and ** speak the same 
thing,” that they can be blessed with a harmony 
and love which are worth possessing. 

The impression which has undeniably been 
made on the minds of some excellent ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church, that there are bre- 
thren in our connexion, who have departed from 
some of the important doctrines of our Confession; 
and that there are others, who, though not charge- 
able themselves with this departure, in*all its ex- 
tent, are yet over indulgent to it. in their co-pres- 
byters ;—the impression, I say, thus made, is 
either founded in truth, or it is false. If it be en- 
tirely false; if there be no real ground for the 
suspicion; why suffer it to be indulged for a mo- 
ment? Why not remove it effectually, and at 
once; as might easily be done by a few candid 
and explicit statements? Surely to make such 
statements, is not too great a condescension, 
when the edification of.brethren, and the peace 
of the church are involved. But if the impres- 
sion referred to be just; if the suspicion of doe- 
trines seriously erroneous having crept into the 
church, be founded in fact, can those who la- 
ment, and complain of the fact, be blamed? 
Ought they, as ‘watchmen on the walls of 
Zion,”’ to hold their peace when their Master’s 
truth is invaded? And is it possible to hope 
for a sound and safe peace until the evil is, in 
some way, corrected; until the impression of 
which we speak is legitimately removed ? : 

On such a subject, however, general femarks 
and — will be of little value, unless 
followed by some distinct specifications. I will, 
therefore, frankly give a specimen of the doc- 
trines to which lude. That teaching doc- 
trines such as I am: about to®mention, has been 
often and foymally imputed to ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, no 
one who has been conversant with the religious 
journals of our country can fail to know. ith 
what truth these imputations may, in some in- 
stances, have been made, I will not, at present, 
undertake to decide; and therefore, I do not ven- 
ture to connect the specified opinions with afhy 
particular names. But I will venture to say, that 
if any of these doctrines are held and taught by 
any of the ministers connected with the Presby- 
terian Church, it is — to be deplored, 
affords a painful augury of the purity and peace’ 
in time to come. 


chure | 
The doctrines referred to are such as these— 


many imagine; and that to indulge uneasiness, | 


That -we have no more to do with the first sin. of 


an with arent ;— 
rity, but™was merely their n@ural progeni- 
tor ;=—that thére is no such thing as original sin ; 
that infants come into the world as perfectly free 
from corruption of nature as 4dam was when he 
was created ;—that to speak of innate corrupt in- 
clination’ and propensities, is an absurdity ;— 
that by human epravaly is meant nothing more 
than the universal fact, that all the posterity of 
Adam, though born entirely free from moral de- 
filément, will always begin to sin when they be- 
gin to exercise moral agency ;—that the doctrine 
of imputed sin, or imputed righteousness is non- 
sense ;—that the human will determines itself ;— 
that the impenitent signer is, by nature, in full 
possession of all the p6wers necessary to a full 
compliance’ with all the commands of God ;— 
that he is in possession of plenary ability to re- 
— and .believe, without the aid of the Holy 
— ;—that if he. laboured under any hind of in- 

ility, natiral or moral, which he could: not re- 
move himself, he would be fully excusable for 
not complying with God’s will ;—that man is ac- 
tive in his o 


mind, to control its perceptions and practical | 
| ca ‘ 
suoh an influence on meff as shall make it certain 


that they will choose and act in a paggicular man- 
ner, without making them mere machine#—that 
we have no evidence that God could have pre- 
vented the existence of sin, or that he could now 
prevent any that exists, without interfering with 
the moral agency of man;—that he would, no 
doubt, be glad to do it, but is not ab/e ;—that he 
elected men to eternal life, on a foresight of what 
their character would be;—and that his sove- 
reignty is confined to the revelation of truth, and 
the exhibition of it to the mind. ' 

Now, let any man take these doctrinal proposi- 
tions, and compare them with the spirit and lan- 
guage of our Confession of Faith; and if he can lay 

is hand on his heart, and say, with a@ honest con- 


Science, that they agree with that formulary, and 


that the same Individual can sincerely assent 
to both ; he will furnish, it appears to me, one of 
the most signal examples of either perverted in- 
telleet, or moral obliquity, that can easily be found. 
If T really adopted the foregoing doctrines, I 
should certainly consider my ft as guilty of the 
grossest perjury in subscribing the Confession of 
Faith. If Pelagian, and Semi-pelagign sentiments 
existed in the fifth century, here they are, in alt 
their unquestionable and revolting features. More 
particularly, in regard to the denial of original sin 
and the assertion of the doctrine of human ability, 
Pelagius and his followers never, certainly, went 
further than some of the advocates of the doctrines 
above recited. To attempt to persuade us to the 
contrary, is to suppose that the record of the pub- 
lished language and opinidns of those ancient he- 
retics is lost or forgotten. And to assert that | 
these opinions are reconcileable with the Calvin- 
istic system, is to offer a poor compliment to tne 


-memory of the most acute, learned and pious di- 


vines that ever adorned the church of God, from 
thé days of Augustine to those of the venerable 
band of Puritans, who, after bearing a noble testi- 
mony — surrounding errors on the other side 
of the dt/antic, bore the lamp of truth, and planted 
the standard of Christ in this western hemisphere. 
Were they entirely mistaken in all their able and 
heroic testimony against Pelagian and .Armipian 
errors? Did they spend their breath, and give 
up all that was dear to them in this world, in vain- 
ly contending against a mere imaginary discre- 
pance? My Christian friends, if we are prepared 
to admit this, we are indeed the degenerate off- 
spring of a nobfe race of men. Let us no longer 
claim them as our sires. Let us withdraw. the 
memorials of their exalted virtues, piety and ser- 
-vices, which we have so often thought ourselves 
honored in erecting. Let us no more repeat that 
almost hallowed inspiration—Sit anima mea cum 
puritanis! 

That the distressing apprehensions of error just 
expressed are not confined to “ old-school’? Presh 
terians, is well known to those who have attéfid- ~ 
ed to the popular publications of the day. One 
of the most acute, profound and cautious theolo- 
— of New England, the venerable Professor of 

hristian Theology at Andover, in speaking of the 

recise opinions above recited, «oe 5 others of al- 
lied Character, represents himself and his friends 
as filled with anxious fears respecting the nature 
and tendency of these opinions ; and consider their 
advocates as making an attack on several im- 
portant articles of the orthodox faith ; and as em- 
ploying language on the subject of moral agency, 
free will, depravity, divine influence, &c. which 
is so like the language of Arminians and Pela- 
gians, that it would require some labour to disco- 
ver the difference.”’* And one of the most enlight- 
ened and respectable divines of Connecticut, in 
terms of still more unqualified reprobation, de- 
nounces the same opinions, as Arminian in their 
character; directly adapted,-whatever may be 
the intention of their advocates, to make all who 
believe them Arminians; and tending to under- 
mine, at once, the purity and peace of ‘dhe 
church.t 

But the 8 gan whether the doctrinal opin- 
ions. alluded to are recogcileable with the receiv- 
ed Confession and Catepbisms of the Presbyterian 
Church, is of small portance compared with 
another—Are they recotiexjeable with the Scrip- 
tures? What is their beating, on that great sys- 
tem of ‘grace and truth: which came ly Jesus 
‘Christ?’ And here the umavoidable answer ap- 
pears to me to be of thig:most painful kind. I am 
aware, indeed, that the respected brethreff' who are 
said to be the advocates of these opinions, are said 
also to believe and insist that they consider them 
as peculiarly benign in their aspect and influence. 
They assure us that these doctrines afford great 
advantages over all others, in addressing both 
saints and sinners; in making men feel their deep 
and in moving them to immediate 
and vigorous effort in thé-ggteat work of salvation ; 
that they are the most gffitient promoters of revi- 
vals, and eminently adgpted to build up the church 
of God. Ihave no doubt they believe all this. 
And those who, with me, deplore the reception 
of these opinions by any, night believe it too, if 
the opinions themselves Had now, for the first time 

n known in the Christian Church. But ey 
are old opinions There is scarcely any thing 
new about them, even in their dress. An ample 
experiment has been made of their effects in cif- 
ferent ages, and in various parts of the world; and 
these effects have always been deplorable, espe- 
cially in reference to the spiritual interests of the 
church. ‘The very same plea was made in behalf 
of the same doctrines, by their original advocates 
in the fifth century, and has been urged by their 
followers ever since. Yet nothing is more plain 
than that all the prises of evangelical truth, 
and all the lessons of Christian experience must 
be reversed before such a plea can be admitted. 
In fact, the whole tendency of the system of doc- 
trines just detailed, is to exalt the creature, and 
depress the Creator; to give us less humbling 
ideadsof the moral disease under which we labour, 
and a diminished sense of obligation to the e 
of Christ, and to the power of the Holy Spirit ;— 
to make the impenitent believe that conversion is 
a small and easy thing, and that they can accom- 
plish it in their own strength, whenever |: 
please. If men come into the world as free ft 
all moral taint as Adam Was in his state of primi- 
tive rectitude, and yet never fail to commence a 


* Dr. Woon’s Letters to Dr. Taylor, p. 98. 
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- God to that end; what sedlirity is the 
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course of sin the moment their moral agency be- 
gins, is not the doctrine of depravigy, on this plan, 
enoumbered with new difficulties, and placed on a 
an far mote perplexing and objectionable than 
the old system of orthodoxy ever: placed it? If 
there be no such thing as é depravity, what is 
ofactioas which 


of a fqw successive sinful acts, without any agen- 
cy on the hedrt which will render it less lieble, 6t 
leas disposed to sin in future? Further, if God 
cannot volitions of without 
troying their moral agency, then al} certainty that 
his purposes will be sccomPlished, his predictions 
fulfilled, and the perseverance of his people in. 
holitiess secured, is, at one stroke, subverted., 4f 
God wills to save man, and yet cannot save fim, 
unless man wills to help him, though at the same 
time, Se sneer to this system) cap will to 
be saved independently of any agency or will of 


re that any 
will be saved ? be active in fis own re- 
pee in other words, ifthe agency by which 

is ** brought out of darkness into the marvel- 
lous light” of the Gospel, is hig own, id what ra- 
tional or scriptural sense can 
‘born of the Spirit;”’ to be “ born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God?” If the wills of mer ways go- 
verned by a “ self-determining powér,” how 
all giorying be taken away from the aie 
asc to aemlgnty, sovereign, self-moving 


tations of the abetters of these doctr 
contrary, I see not how we can avoid the con- 
_clusio charaeter of God is dishonored + 
that his counsels are degraded to a chaos of im- 
potent wishes, and abdrtivesendeavours; that his 
promises are the fallible and uncertain d@clarations 
ci and — doubt 

ms ossible to g t opes of the 
Christian from the to be blasted, 
unless by reducing him to a mere machine; that 
the wt plan of salvation is nothing better than 
a system of probabilities and peradventures in 
which nothing can be made certain but at the ex- 
pense of destroying the moral agency of the crea- 
ture ; that it is nearly, if net quite as likely to 
land the beljever in the abyss of the damned as 
in the paradise -of God! Pee 

I know that*these consequences are neither re- 
cognised nor admitted by the respected brethren 
who entertain the opinions under consideration. 
On the contrary, they think they see conséquen- 
ces flowing from 1 of the most favourable and 
inviting’character. Nay, I believe they have been 
led, in some instances, to embrace and to preac 
these doctrings, by a sincere wish to avoid cer- 
tain evils which they saw, or thought they saw, 
to arise from the exhibition of what they call the 
Orthodoxy.”” They have heard, perhaps, 
some who professed to be advocates of ‘“‘ Calvin- 
ism,” represent some of the fegtures of that system, 
and especially the subject of human inability, in a 
manner rather ad ted to diminish a sense of re- 
sponsibility, and lull to sleep, than rouse and alarm 
the impenitent sinner. They have thence hastily 
concluded, that.the fault was in the system itself, 
and not in the preacher. And in their ardent zeal 
to do good, instead of only rectifying the mode of pre- 
senting truth, which was all that needed rectifica- 
tign, they have been allured into the opposite 
error, by an honest desire to make a strong and 
salutary impression. This, I have no doubt, is a 
real statement of facts; and that we have, of 
cou thank the occasional mistakes of * old 
schopl’ preaching, for some of the most serious 
departures of ‘“‘ new school’ ehampions, from the 
simplicity of Bible truth. This, however, while 
it accounts for the fact before us, by no means 
_ justifies it. Some af the worst heresies that ever 
infected the church have arisen from a similar 


source. 

_ As to the alleged peculiar tengency of these 
doctrines, to make men feel thei onsibility, 
and to promote revivals of religion, it is, I am 
constrained to believe, altogether delusive. The 
preaching of these opinions may promote, as I am 
persuaded it has promoted, revivals of a spuri- 
ous kind, in which temporary excitement—strong 
animal feeling—and vows and resolutions made 
on the spur of the moment, and in human strength, 
were ine sum and substance of what was accom- 
by them. Or they may exceeding! 
rouse the public mind, by being connected wi 
novel devices and movements. us, it is well 
known that strongly marked and extensive reli- 
= excitements have often occurred, both in 
former and latter times, under the ministration of 
those who denied every fundamental doctrine of 
the Gospel. But surely no one ever considered 
this as any evidence that the sentiments on which 
the whole rested, were either sound in their 
character, or salutary in their influence. I defy 
the mast diligent student of ecclesiastial history, 
to produce a single instance in which the inter- 
ests of vital piety, of genuine revivals of religion, 
have not utterly perished in Pelagian hands. 

O how different, my Christian friends, is this 
scheme of doctrine, from that humbling, yet ele- 
vating, and glorious plan of salvation, which 
shines so clearly in the Bible, and which appears 
to me to be so exactly and happily copied mto 
our Confession of Faith! A system which repre- 
man as universally fallen, depraved and 


first 2 


; in virtue of his covenant connexion with 
;?—which exhibits him as an 
active, sentient, moral being, endowed with_all 
the faculties which constitute a free, responsible 
moral 
tions, ‘dead in trespasse8 and sins,’’ that is, in- 
~ sensible to the glory of God, and to all holy taste 
and etijoyment ;—which describes him as wholly 
unable to recover hi f from this state of moral 
pollution and alienati entirely to blame for 
this inaljity ; to blame, wholly inexcusable, 
for ever 
bility being altogether moral, afd consequently, 
rather aggravating than excusing the spirit and 
conduct of the sinner ;—a system which, while it 
represents, man as in thege deplorable circum- 
stances, holds forth to him a dispensation of rich 
and wonderful mercy, through “the second 
Apvam, the Lord from, heaven ;’—which pro- 
claims guilty world, asdivids; almighty, all- 
sufficient Saviour, who, the’-covenant Head 
and Representative of his chosen, laid down his 
life as an atoning sacrifice to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, and reconcile us to God ;—a sacrifice abun- 
dantly sufficient for the ole world, but, accord- 
ing-pothe gracious purpose and sovereign wisdom 
of God, made efficacious only to those who We 
lieve ;—which on the ground of this all-sufficient 
sacrifice, sincerely es an offer of the Saviour, 
with all his benefits, to every one who hears-the 
Gospel; and that, not on the ground that those 
who niake the offer thus general, do not know 


moment of its continuance; the ina- 


who are chosen, and who are not; but because | P©° 


the provision made by the sacrifice of the Re- 
deemeris abundantly adequate, and in its nature, ' 
perfeetly adapted to the case of all;—a plan 
which: represents the pardon and acceptance of 
the sinner as founded,solely on the perfeet satis- 
faction and righteousness of the eemér, re- 
ceived by faith, and imputed to the believer; and 
his regeneration and progressive holiness, as pro- 
duced entirely by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
on whose lous power the Christian ig en- 
tirely dependent, for the commencement and con- 
tinuance of every holy exercise. In short, a sys- 
tem, which represents the moral ruin and im- 

ce of man by nature as entire; which main- 


ry: from the beginning to the end, his perfect 


dence, and, at the same time, his perfect 

{réstom and responsibility; and which also, from 

the beginning to the end, holds forth the Saviour, 

his love, his atoning blood, his justifying a ou 


e be said to be’ 


see ngte-no = how are they understood by afhers 
doubt ngt, ion preached as “they 
ines to 


nt; yet destitute of all holy disposi- | 4 


the Bible, is the great evangelical system. And, 
as David said concerning the eword of Goliath, so 
say I of this system—* Thess is ngne jike R,— 

ive it me.” -This is * thm glorious Gospel of 

e blessed God.” It may, ne doubt, be preached 
wnfaithfully, or unskilfully, as it has often been 
Pits professed friends; but, when proclaimed 
Fats genuine character, it is ‘the power of God 
nto salvation to every one that believeth.’ 
eme, I know, have said, that to exhibit the 


saviour. And this, I acknowledge, is, to me, one 
of its strongest recommendations. It humbles 
the sinner. It exalts the Saviour. It warms, 
consoles, and edifies the believer. This is that 
**‘ sword of the Spirit,”” which, accompanied with 
the mighty power of Him who gave it, is destined 
to accomplish the conquest of the world. 

I do not forget that some of the respected and 
beloved brethren who are regarded as the advo- 
cates of the doctrines alluded to, tell us continu- 
ally, that they believe substantially as we believe; 
that the difference between them and us is chiefly, 
if not entirely, a difference of words. And is it 
possible, if this be the @e, that they will allow 
so much anxiety and noise to be created by a 
mere dispute? Is it possible that they are 
so intent on a set of terms, as to grieve multitudes 
of the pious, and run the risk of breaking the 
peace of the church, for the sake of maintaining 
a mere phraseology? Surely they cannot so 
lightly esteem the harmony and edification of the 
body of Christ! But whatever may be the un- 
derstanding ahd the intention of the leading 
preachers of the doctrines referred to, the question 
18, What 
ith they 
likely, and are they found in fact, to make? 
Nothing can be.more certain than that the /an- 
guage of some of these doctrinal statements is pal- 
pably Pelagian, and some others of them semi-pela- 

ian; and even if those who, after al] they have 
eard of the uneasiness of their brethren, still in- 
sist upon enploying this language, do not them- 
selves embrace the errors with which it was once 
connected ; there is the utmost danger that others 
not so discerning or so pious, will be led astray by 
the language in question, and really embrace, in 
all theig, extent, the errors which it was original- 
ly empf®yed toexpress. I am persuaded that ec- 
clesiastical history furnishes no example of such 
theological language being obstinately and exten- 
sively used, without being found in fact connect- 
with Arminian and Pelagian opinions, or at 
least ultimately leading to their adoption. 

Besides, alP experience admonishes us to be 
upon our guard against those who, in publishing 
erroneous opinions, insist upon: it that they differ 


This plan has been often pursued, until the lan- 


h | guage became familiar, and the opinions which it 


naturally expressed, current ;—and then the real 
existence of something more than a verbal differ- 
ence was disclosed in all its extent and invetera- 
cy. Such was the course adopted by -frius, in 
the fourth century. He and his followers strenu- 
ously maintained that they differed in no material 
prespect—nay in terms only—from the orthodox 
church. But how entirely was their language 
changed when they had gained a little more pow- 
er and influence! The same plea precisely was 
adopted by Pelagius, and his leading adherents in 


vocates of the semi-pelagian cause, about the same 
time. When @rminius arose toward the close of 
the sixtéenth century, he veiled his opinions by the 
very same plea, and by this means succeeded, for 
2 number of years, in eluding ecclesiastical discip- 


Amyraut, of France, in the seventeenth eentury, 


the doctrine of the French churches, which at 


knows that a similar plea was confidently urged 
by our Unitarian neighbours of Massachusetts, 
when more than twenty years ago, they were 
charged, by some faithful watchmen on the walls 
of Zion, with holding Arian and Socinian opinions. 
They denied and resented the charge; denounced 
those who brought it as malignant slanderers ; 
and warmly contended that they differed from the 
mass of the Massachusetts clergy chiefly in 
‘‘words.”” Ifmy memory does not deceive me, 
only one man in the whole commonwealth was can- 
did enough when the charge was first published, to 
acknowledge its truth. But we all know how the 
affair issued. ‘The worst predictions of the advo- 
cates of truth were seen realized ; and proof of the 
most unequivocal kind produced, that while the 
truth of the charge was loudly and indignantly 
denied, it had a Jeep-seated and growing founda- 
tion in fact. Shall these instructions of experi- 
ence be lost upon us? Shall examples so nu- 
merous and decisive be contemplated in vain? 


I am very far from imputing to the respected 
brethren, to whose alleged epinions I now refer, 
the insidious aim to conceal and deceive, which 
appeared but too plainly in the long line of error- 
ists to which I have referred. On the contrary, 
I am bound to take for granted, and do really be- 
lieve, that the greater part of them have complete- 

succeeded in persuading themselves that the 

octrines specified are truly, for substance, those 
which are found in our public formularies. Yet 
it is impossible for me to doubt that these breth- 
ren are labouring under an entire mistake; that 
they are really, without being aware of it, teach- 
ing dangerous errors; and like men of excellent 
intentions who have gone before them, are laying 
a foundation for still more serious departures from 
the purity of Gospel truth. I am not unac- 
uainted with the ingenious and plausible efforts 
of distinguished brethren, who advocate these 
speculations, to reconcile them with the simple 
truths of the Gospel; and to show that they do 
not differ from the doctrines taught on the same | 
subjects by President Edwards, by Witherspoon, 
and by other venerated fathers whose praise is in* 
all the churches. But the e I read of such. 
efforts, more I am amazéd and dissatisfied. 
By a similar process I could prove that President 
Edwards anéd John Taylor of Norwich, did not mate- 
rially differ! Either language has lost its mean- 
ing, or these brethren differ essentially from the 
excellent men whose authority they plead. I 
can confidently say, that I have heard preachers, 
of my own denomination, with my own ears, de- 
liver sentiments, and have seen in print, tenets 
which others, of the same class, publicly avowed, 
which constrained me, and not me only, but some 
of the wisest and most modérate ministers in the 
Presbyterian Church, to say, “ that we had rath- 
er, much rather sit habitually under the ministry 
ofa pious Methodist brother, with all his avowed 
Arminianism, than under that of the Presbyterian 
brethren alluded to.” My deliberate judgment is 
in favour of this decision. I verily think that the 
former would approach much nearer to the spirit 
of the Bible than the latter; and be, in every res- 
ta more sober, safe, and edifying guide to us 
and our children. 


Our church, as such, professes to be a Catvinis- 
TIc cHURCH. ‘This name and this character she 
has long borne. She is descended from a church 
which, for a series of generatiqns, deserved to be 
called one of the noblest Wikdiecs for ‘* the truth 
as itis in Jesus’’ thatever adorned the annals of re- 
formed Christendom. And eversince her a 
tion in this country, the daughter has acknowledged 
and glorified in the faith of her transatlantic mo- 
ther. She has been distinguished as Calvinistic; 
reproached as Calvinistic ; and, as Calvinistic, has 
suffered, on some occasions, every thing short of 
martyrdom from an ungodly world, and from pro- 
fessing Christians, who misunderstood and malign- 
ed her tenets. Under this “ flag”’ she has bravely 
and successfully fought. Shall she now “change 
her colours ?’’ Or shall she retain them ostensibly, 

to dishonour and betray them? Every prin- 
a. of fidelity to the God of her fathers, and of 


ousness, his life-giving spirit, as the only 
of the tinner—ae the Alpha and the Omega, the 


first and last of the whole plan. This, as I sand} 


Gospel thus, is to give it 
ti 


‘ 6 | couragés in the sinner-all hope of being his own 


ought to forbid this. If her public “ Standards” 


have not been hitherto cofrect, let be open- 

ly and frankly altered. But as long as she 

‘professes to maintain them, let them main- 

on in sincerity and good faith. Let not her 
on 


ion of Faith speak one lan and her 
ulpits another. Let the world be, 
informed what, asa Church, she really holds. 
I venture to that, whenever we abandon 
our doctrinal testimony, God will abandon us. 
No instance, I repeat, can be produced, in al] the 
ords of ecclesiastical histery, in which a 
rm and oug in maintaining the 
ys u relitxed™ from her 
and deviated into Pelagian or Afmi- 
nian errors, without, in a great nf@asure, losing her 
spirituality, and manifesting that her strength had 
departed from her. It is tmme, the influence of 
Arminian doctrine has not always been such in 
Churches originally oo and nurtured in its be- 
lief. But never, as I believe, has the adoption of 
this system succeeded to the light and the influ- 
ence of amore scriptural faith, without being mark-. 
ed, very distinctly and mournfully, as a descent, 
rather than a rise in the scale of Christian pros- 
perity. This was exemplified in England, in the 
early part of the seventeenth century. Precisely 
in proportion as Arminianism gained ground in 
the established church, in the time, and under 
the influence of Laud, spirituality declined, and 
remained in a deplorable state for more than a 
hundred years. And the retyrn to spirituality, at 
a later — in that church, was, notoriously 
attended with a corresponding return to Calvinis- 
tic opinions. The same general principle is stri- 
kingly illustrated, and mournfully confirmed by the 
history of the French Protestant Churches in the 
same century. Just in proportion as they relaxed 
from the original doctrines of the Reformation, 
and extensivly embraced opinions nearly allied 
‘the Semi-pelagian system, they declined in 
harmony and piety, and manifested that their glo- 
ry was departed. The same fact notoriously ap- 
peared in the Churches of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, when, more than a century ago, a num- 
ber of their ministers manifested a tendency to-| 
ward the adoption of Arminian opinions. Who 
does not know, that, in almost every such case, 
coldness, formality, and spiritual barrenness were, 
constantly, the ultimate result? To speak of an 
Arminian, at that time, and in that country, was 
to speak of one opposed to close and faithful 
preaching, and to all fervent zeal for the conver- 
sion of souls. It may be imagined by some to be 
a sufficient answer to this position, that the very 
reverse is now alleged to be the fact; that those 
who are charged with Arminian tendencies in doc- 
trine, are among the most fervent preachers in the 


us wait a few years, and see what the result will 
be. 


from the old orthodox creed “only. in “words.” | 


‘tion, that my opinion decisively is, that unless 
_ there can be some fraternal understanding and ‘co- 
| operation, in both sides, in adhering to our doctri- 
| nal standards, our belovedChurch must long contin- 
_ue to be a stranger to peace. Itis, indeed, ve 
the fifth century, and also by Cassian, and other ad- | portant that the brethren of what is called the 


| ** old-school” should not be, as to this matter, 


renee in the wor 


line. Such also was the allegation of Cameron and : brother ** an offender for a word.” 


| dent that this will not be enough. Ifthe breth- 
when they commenced that corrupting process in : ren of the ‘* New-school”’ will persist in the pub- 
lic, habitual use of a theological langu 

length issued in their deplorable degeneracy from | impartial judges consider as Pelagian in its ob- 
the truth, and, indeed, in their final ruin. And, ! vious import ;—ifthey will pay no regard to the 


to menjion but one example more :—All the world ‘distressing apprehensions of multitudes of their 


country. But we have not yet seen the end. Let 


It is yet to be decided whether they will sink 
down. into the coldness and death-like formality 
of the Whitbyan school, as a great majority of Ar- 
minians, in every age, have done; or to take the 
position of the Cumberland Presbyterians, with 
their unscriptural creed, and their fanatical, revol- 
ting irregularities. Either result, I am sure is 
now regarded by those worthy brethren to whose 
opinions I allude, as equally unwelcome and im- 
probable. 


It will be seen, from the foregoing representa- 


im- 


_Captious, or over rigorous in their demands; that 
they should not be age poesia and vexatiously 

of heresy hunting;”’ that 
they should not indulge the disposition to make a 
But it is evi- 


» which 


brethren, who are grieved in regard to this sub- 
ject ;—ifthey wi// venture, notwithatanding all the 
irritability of the public mind in relation to the 
matter, to license and ordain men who give too 
much reason to fear that they do not, ex animo re- 
ceive the doctrines and order of our Church ; and 
if, whenever a question arises, in our higher judi- 
catories, respecting doctrinal soundness, they will 
always sustain and acquit lax theology, to what- 
ever extreme it may go; I say, if they well pur- 
sue this course, it requires no spirit of prophecy 
to foresee, that growing alienation, strife, and even- 
tual rupture must be the consequence. It is, in- 
deed, an easy thing for a minister accused of here- 
sy, and affording too much evidence of the fact, 
by ingenious refinements, and plausible protesta- 
tions, to render it difficult, if not impossible for a 
judicatory to convict him: and it is easy for such 
of his brethren as resolve to screen him from cen- 
sure, so to varnish over his opinions, as to hide, 
for the present, most of their deformity. But is 
this the policy of Christian fidelity and candour? 
Will such a course be likely to issue favorably to 
either party? I trow not. It will be to no purpose 
that we call ourselves the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, if we cannot be really unit- 
ed in.cordial attachment to the faith as well as 
the order publicly adopted by that body. To re- 
tain our name, while we desert our standards, will 
not long be possible ; and would be neither honest 
nor useful, even if it were possible. 

My further remarks on the importance of ad- 


patched in one more letter. 


Princeton, Feb. 1833. 


For the Presbyterian. 
EARNESTNESS IN PREACHING. 


Mr. Editor,—Many think the preacher beside 
himself, if he is in plain earnest in urging them to 
take care of their souls. If a few thousand dollars 
were at stake, and he was urging them to avoid the 
loss, they would feel and acknowledge the pro- 
priegy of his being in earnest. If the country was 
in r, and he was insisting on the necessity of 
preparing for defence; if he could point to the 
tall masts of the enemy’s ships lying along the 
shore, if the distant thunder of contending hosts, 
fell distinctly on the ear, they would not object 
to earnestness,—they would fgel that the occasion 
justified the strongest language and the most im- 
passioned tones. 

But now, that not a few thousands, but the 
immortal soul is in danger of loss; now that the 
preacher can point, not to the hovering hostile 
fleet, but to the louring storm of the Almighty’s 
wrath; now, that they hear not the din of con- 
tending hosts, but the awful voice of Jehovah’s 
judgment; they must be calm and deliberate! 

here must be no beaming of the eye, no earnest 
language, no bursts of feeling, no thrilling tones, 
unless it be confessedly for oratorical display. 
When this is the case—when the sinner can 
coolly criticise or admire the fineness of the 
figure that portrays the ruin of his soul, the 
preacher may pass for a man of taste and discre- 
tion. But if the animation of his countenance, 
and the simplicity and directness of his language, 
and the deep earnestness of his tones, show that 
he is not playing the orator, but means and feels 
what he is spe@king, he is looked upon as beside: 
himself—@s attaching an over-weening importance 
to the subject before him. A coming day, one 
that will effect great revolutions in the opinions 
of men, will discover who made the nearest ap- 
proach to madness—the preacher whogelt that he 
was speaking under the eye of God, and in view 
of eternity—or the preacher who carelessly pro- 
claimed his message, heedless of*the wrath of 
heaven and the ruin of souls. i 


Upon the very first motion of Peter to our Sa- 
viour, crying ‘“* Master thyself!”” he m- 


hering to our doctrinal standards, will be des-} 


For the Presbytenan. 
THE BENEDICTION. 


Mr. Editor, should be gratified to learn from 
ou what is the true meaning and intent of that 
ion ef our service which is called the Y 


a 


plored at the dismission of a congregation, ap- 
pears to me very proper, and I am therefore pleased 
when I hear the salutation of Paul, used for 
Mhat purpose, and with the usual solemnity of 
rayer. But my difficulty arises from often 
summoning the people to ‘‘re- 
ceive the Mredicti up@ whi 
repeat the apostle’s dévout*suppli | 
their hands extended_and looking ovem thé cons 
gregation, very m in the manner of a 


oman Catholic Priest. With the single other 


baptism, I know of no relic of the mere forms 
of that church which we retain.. M. O. 

[ We are really at a loss to know how to answer 
the above communication, and have suffered it to 
lie for some time. Our difficulty has been this ; 
we can perceive no obscurity to be cleared up, 
no objection to be answered. We do not think 
the less of the closing benediction, because it is 
customary in the Roman Catholic Church; in- 
deed we question whether any church, since 
the time of the apostles, has been without the 
usage. A blessing, or benediction, is ‘a prayer 
by which happiness is implored for any one.” 
In its mere form it differs from ordinary prayers, 
simply by being addressed to the person or per- 
sons blessed—* The Lord bless you.”®” We are 
at a loss to discern the difficulty as to the use ofthe 
formula ‘+ Receive the benediction,” even if this 
were universal, which it is not. It is at the op- 
tion of the minister to use the gesture above 
alluded to or not; it is a dictate of nature to use 
some such extension of the hands, and is un- 
doubtedly grateful to the majority of minds. It 
is consistent with the idiom of our language to 
speak of giving and receiving a blessing. A dy- 
ing father calls his children, and says, Receive 
my blessing. Thus Lord Bacon says “ The per- 
son that is called kneeleth down before the chair, 
and the father layeth his hand upon his head, or 
her head, and giveth the blessing.” After all we 
do not feel as if we had cleared up any thing, for 
we see nothing to clear up.—Ep. Press. ] 


Extracts from the Missionary Herald, for March, 1833. 
CEYLON MISSION, 
Accession to the church—Schools, &c. 


ed to our churches twenty-two new members, and 
restored one, Nicholas Permander, formerly a mem- 
ber, but cut off from church privileges for marry- 
ing a heathen wife, and not demeaning himself in 
other respects as a Christian. Of the members 
newly received, ten are connected with the semi- 
nary at Batticotta, two with the school at Tillip- 
ally, two with that at Oodooville, five are school- 
masters and two women from Oodooville, and two 
schoolmasters from Tillipally. There are now 
several candidates at Panditeripo and Manepy to 
be admitted ere long. 

Our native free schools have in a measure re- 
covered the effects of the interruption, towards the 
close of the last year. They are on the whole in 
as encouraging a state as at almost any previous 
time, and especially as we are better able than 
we have usually been heretofore to supply, them 
with the Scriptures and appropriate tracts as 
reading books. Our series of tracts for children, 
of which there are now nine small tracts, answer 
in this respect an excellent purpose. 

The seminary and preparatory school are doing 
well. Ata late examination of the former in Ta- 
mul, many respectable natives attended, and were 
not only interested, but some of them evidently 
“edified’”? by exhibitions and demonstrations of 
truths in geography and astronomy, directly op- 
posed to the doctrine of their sacred books. The 
particulars will be given in the journal of the 
principal.—It is in contemplation, for various rea- 
sons which may hereafter be specified, to remove, 
in the course of three or four months, the prepa- 
raty school: from Tillipally to Batticotta, that 
both may be carried on under one general super- 
intendance, and Mr. Spaulding be left more at 
leisure for direct missionary work. Both schools 
now contain about one hundred and thirty pupils. 


dertake the repair of the old church at Batticotta, 
which has accordingly been commenced on a mo- 
derate scale. The increasing importance attach- 
ed to the female central school, has induced us 
lately to go beyond our usual bounds in appropri- 
ations to it, in hopes of adequate support from 
home, and to add to the former number twenty- 
eight girls; so that now there are in it as mem- 
bers fifty-three, of whom, or others in their place, 
it is intended to retain so many as to have about 
fifty permanently in the school. While this will 
meet the wishes, as we are confident it will, of 
many who contribute to the mission at home, it 
will be perceived to call loudly for an increase in 
their contributions to this department. 


Death of Claudius Buchanan. 


C. Buchanan was a youth of about eighteen 
years of age. In 1820, he was received into the 
boarding school at Oodooville, and supported by 
several ladies in Boston. He was one of the 
forty-two persons who joined the church at a 
special meeting held at Santillipay in 1825, 
and in March 1826 he was admitted a member of 
the seminary. At the time of his last sickness 
he was a member of the first class in the semi- 
nary, ranking rather above mediocrity in point of 
talents, and was on the whole a youth of very fair 

rospects of usefulness in life. From the time o 

is admission to the church, his conduet general- 
ly speaking, was consistent with his @hristian 
profession ; and during his last illness he was fa- 
‘voured with special tokens of the presence of the 
Saviour. Before all who visited him, he bore 
decided testimony against the prevailing system of 
idolatry, and in favour of the truth and excellency 
of Christianity. He gave repeatedly, solemn ad- 
monitions to his father, an excommunicated church 
member, and manifested much Christian kindness 
and concern for his mother, who is now a worthy 
communicant. On the night of his decease he 
called his younger sister, Joanna Lathrop, who 
was educated in the boarding-school at Oodoo- 
ville, and exhorted her to hold fast her profession 
and be faithful to her Saviour until death, wheth- 
er she might be in a state of prosperity or adversi- 
ty. He seemed to be fully aware that the time 
of his departure was come, and immediately after 
commending himself to God his Saviour by pray- 
er, he quietly breathed his last. 

In the history of this young man, together with 
the obvious consequences of his connexion with 
the mission, we witness some very pleasing re- 
sults of our charity boarding-school system. 
While we sympathize with his benefactresses, 
that the object of their anxieties and hopes should 
be thus prematurely removed by death, we think 
they should unite with us in thanksgiving and 
praise for the abundant evidence we have, that 
several of the important objects for which this 

outh was brought under Christian instruction, 
omen been accomplished.—Mr. Poor’s Journal, 


Tract Distribution. — 

Yesterday afternoon twenty-two church mem- 
bers belonging to the seminary went to Moolai to 
visit regularly from house to house, and thus to 
pervade the whole village. They carried with 
them printed copies of a circular letter, enclofing 
a tract each, and addressed to the inhabitants by 
the two missionaries at the station. From a ver- 
bal report made by the church members in the 


regard to Christian truth, and Christian honour, 


mediately replies, ‘* Get thee behind me, Satan!’’ 
Owen. 


evening, it appeared that they visited one hun- 


. That the divine blessing should be im-’ 


exeeption of pronouncing the child’s name at 


Since our last report was made we have receiv-|. 


This arrangement makes it necessary for us to un- |. 


dred and thirty-one families, to whom they | 
read the circular and delivered eighty copies 
of the letter inclosing tracts to persons able 
to read and willing to receive them, and with 
a very few exceptions were treated with great 
civility. Many interesting particulars were ‘re- 
lated, some of which were of a highly — 
nature. Many persons especially females, h 

the Gospel for the first time. Almost the only 
feelings of regret that arose while hearing the re- 
ports of the seminarists was that we had not be- 
gun at an earlier period to.act on this fashion. It 
should, however, be observed that Moolai is not a 
villa faBattj » the dphabitants of..which 


make converts 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 
Mr. Goodell’s intercourse with a Vicar. 


From him I went to the patriarch’s vicar, first 
sending up word to know whether a visit would 
be acceptable. I was no sooner seated on the 
sofa, than he began to examine me very closely 
on my religious faith, and to si answers, 
in the presence of the priests and others in the 
room. As the object of my visit was schools, 
I was 80 to have any thing of a controver- 
sial nature introdueed, and was disposed at first 
to waive the subject; but I did not long think 
it best to decline giving him a frank disclo- 
sure of my sentiments. He first brought forward 
the-subject of the eucharist, and, after asking how 
often we received it, he wished to know what we 
considered it to beg In order to avoid an answer, 
which I foresaw must end in a dispute, I replied 
in general terms, that we celebrated the ordi- 
nance in remembrance of Christ, of his love, his 
sufferings, and his death. Not being satisfied 


direct mafingr. I told him, that we always used/ 
the Scripture language on this subject, “ 
my body,” and ‘this is my blood.” 

Ques. ‘Is it not then real flesh and blood, that 
you partake of ?”’ 

Ans, **No; every body ‘among us knows better 
than that from the taste.’ 

Q. “But do they not consider it to be 
changed ?”” 

A. changed? changed into what?” 

. Do they not at least suppose the power of 
God to be in it in an especial manner ?” 

A. ** When Christ says, ‘I am the door,’ and 
‘I am the vine,’ is the power of God in the door, 
or in the vine, in a more especial manner, than it 
is in the window, or in the fig-tree ?”” 

Here all present burst into a hearty laugh, in 
which the vicar himself joined. He then asked, 
whether I did not believe, that there was some- 
thing in it essentially spiritual. I replied, that 
every bit and particle of it went into the stomach, 
and was there digested, and was then ‘cast out 
into the draught;” that the way to a man’s heart 
#§ not through his mouth; that nothing, enter- 
in at the mouth, goes to the heart, bug to the 
bs ch, and can neither purify nor “ defile the 
-tian”’in any other sense except a physical one. 

Is it not so, effendim 

‘s Yes, true; but is it then of no benefit to our 
souls ?”’ said he. 

A. “Certainly; it was given us for no other 


purpose.” 

| d. ‘ But, if it be not changed—not made in 
any way essentially holy, how can it be of any 
spiritual benefitto us?” 

A. * Are the letters of the alphabet spiritual 
substances, or material—things made with men’s 
hands?” 

‘¢ The latter certainly.” 


is is 


‘* Butgwhen we make use of these material 
things imreading the Scriptures, are not our souls 
benefitted ?”’ 


To this, he, in the midst of another general 
laugh from those present, assented, and pressed 
me no more on: the subject. I then told him, 
what he seemed little. prepared to expect, that 
we in America consig¢éted the ordinance so 
sacred, that we never prefaned it by giving it, 
to the whole congregation indiscriminately, but 
to those only, who in the judgment of charity 
were true Christians. 

After this, he asked about our funerals, our 
way of making priests, confession, &c. And I 
gave him a very particular account of customs in 
these respects, with which he and the others 
seemed rather pleased than otherwise. He then 
appointed one of the teachers present, an interest- 
ing and intelligent _ who has visited our 
school at Galata, and who is much pleased with 
the system, to come and*spend several days in 
the school, in order to make himself master of 
the system, and to introduce it. among the Ar- 
menians. 

‘Poor Bogos, on whom we had depended, is still 
very feeble. I was invited up to see the patri- 
arch, but, it being a day of more than ordinary 


business at the palace, I declined giving him trou- 
ble.—AMr. Goodell, 


Extracts from a letter of Mr. Schauffler. 

Mr. Schauffler arrived at Constantinople on the 
3ist of July last. The letter, of which the fol- 
lowing are extracts, is dated Constantinople, 
Nov. 1832. 


‘ThepAite of mind in which the Jews here are, 
is by no means discouraging. Wortabet Matteos, 
the preacher of the Armenians in this village, 
(Orta Koy,) who called on us some weeks ago, 
assured us that numbers were inquiring, doubting, 
and seeking. The unbelieving Jews, taking oc- 
casion from the prevailing disease, poisoned many 
of them, and pretending that they died with the 

lague, hurried them to the burying grounds. 

ow far this may be the fact, we have no means 
to ascertain; but is probably to such a degree 
that I feel quite inclined to believe it. He also 
stated, that some three or four weeks before he 
called on us, a Jew at Constantinople (the large 
city) was observed by the others to have col- 
lected the Messiah prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment into a little book. This was a crime wor- 
thy of death. This manuscript was destroyed, 
and he himself made way with in the course of 
two days. One of the Jews lately baptized by 
the Armenians, whose present name is: Elias, 
met his younger brother, a lad of about four- 
teen or sixteen years, in the street, and knowing 
him to have been thoughtful for some time, 
and waiting only for a good opportunity to get 
baptized, he addressed him, and urged him to 
make no delay with his profession of Christianity, 
reminding him, that, if he was carried away by 
the plague in his present state asa Jew, he would 
be lost. Boghos, another of the recent converts 
from Judaism and some Armenians conversed with 
also, but not being cautious enough, they were 
noticed by the Jews, and the poor youth was im- 
mediately thrown into the guard-house. An Ar- 
menian lad, whose family lives in our village, im- 
mediately informed us of it. At first we conclad- 
ed to go and see him; but as we have no right to 
claim a Jew who is not yet baptized, and as the 
call of Christians at the guard-house would have 
rendered the lad’s situation much worse, we con- 
cluded to do nothing about it, hoping that the 
Jews would release him again of themselves, when 
they should see that nobody interfered, or claim- 
ed the boy. For they have a right, according to 
the unrighteous usagi of this country, to put him 
into the guard-house, and to take him away at 
their Feng oe If they please they can put him 
into their hospital as a mad-man, and give him 
eighty stripes a day upon the soles of his feet to 
bring him to his reason again. This expedient 
was tried by them with some of the late converts 
just spoken of; but they being already subjects 
of baptism, the Armenians had a right to demand 
their release, and they obtained it. . 

These facts, f sy they are, show that both 
the converted and the inquiring Jews consider 
the subject of their conversion to Christ as a mat- 
ter which has reference to eternity, and which de- 
cides the great question of a man’s salvation. 
They show, that they are not yet wholly insensi- 
ble to the power of ultimate decision on this great 
question, with which the word of God is clothed, 


aside from and above every tradition, and all the 
theories and reasonings of men. : 
Duty to the Heathen. 

» It is deplorable that pious young people who 
enter to the married state, (if they are not pro- 
fessed missionaries and supported by — 
think themselves, by that very step at once 
forever excused from engaging personally in sav- 
ing the souls of men in foreign sade and never 
make so much as an inquiry, whether they ought 
not nis Bo themselves abroad. This is a subject 
upon which there is yet brooding acloud of dark- 
ness, behind which many a carnal and unbelieving 


heart+ides its misgivi in the path of duty. 
givings p y 


which rises higher and shines brighter upon the 
field of Christian duty, with every succeeding day. 
May our eyes soon, soon be blessed with a view of 
the innumerable armies of the Lord of hosts, stand- 
ing up as one man, and ready to give the last 
decisive battle to the prince of this world and his 
perishing crew. May the time soon come when 
the term “ foreign missions” shall be struck from 
the vocabulary of every language under heaven ; 
when a child shall ask his father, ** Father, what 
is ‘ foreign missions?’ and he shall answer and 
say, ** This used to be the name. for societies, 
who were sending the gospel to countries where it 
was unknown, when the church of Christ was yet 
too-narrow-hearted and too selfish to be scattered 
as good salt over the whole face of the earth; as she 
isisnow.” How-delightful ifthe labeurers of the 
Mission oms throughout the world should be 
excused their services at home, and be set- 
ting out themselves into the wide, white harvest 
field ; and how much more delightful still, if those 


with this, he put the question in a still more gees oin or Rooms at Boston should come 


-join us here. Are these dreams? If I under- 
he Bible, the day will ggme when such 
dreams will be as sober realities, as they are fair 
and unavoidable consequences of our faith, and 
our professions of religion.— Mr. Schauffler, 

¥ * 


For the Presbyterian. 
SELF-EXAMINATION. 


Mr. Editor,—In the stillness and retirement of 
the closet, when the world recedes from the view, 


and the soul is alone in communion with its God, 


how solemn the work of honest self-@xstfeination ! 
—Even of those actions which have* begit exter- 
nally correct, how few have beet prompted by 
the principle of holiness! When we come to 
scrutinize the motives of our conduct, and find so 
many of them improper and unholy; when we 


set aside all that has been done from the force of. 


habit, from self-respect, from love of the world’s 


applause or fear of its frowns, from a regard to 


rofessional consistency, for the sake of satisfy-' 
ing the demands of conscience, or to win the res- 
pect and affection of our fellow men—how little 
do we find rem#ining, of which we can confident- 
ly say, this has been done from a sincere desire 
to glorify the God of Heaven! 
how deeply do we realize our own unworthiness! 
How deeply do we rest that if we are ever savéd,. 
our salvation must be allof Grace! A. 


Presbyterien. 
CHEROKEE MISSION. 


‘ Shippensburg, Pa. Feb. 21st, 1833. 
Mr, Editor,—I have been very often; inquired 
of respecting my son, the Rey. Henry R. Wilson, 
jr-, who has gone on a mission to the Cherokees of 
the Arkansas, under the direction of the A. B.C. 
I. Mifions. I have promised to give information 
to several persons at a distance, when 1 would 


hear of his arrival at his station, Dwight, in the- 


Indian country, near to the boundary line of the Ar- 


kansas Territory. Yesterday a member of my 


family received a letter from a person unknown, in 
the lower parts of Pennsylvania, inquiring where 
and how he is? Permit me through the medium of 

our paper, to inform his friends, that after a very 
ong unpleasant voyage of twenty nine days, 
he arrived at New: Orleans, Nov. 29, at the mouth 
of the White river, Dec. 11th, and at Dwight Dec. 
22d, in good health. 7 

Some extracts from his letter, dated Dwight, Dec. 
28th, will show the state of things then, and the 
prospects in that field. | 

‘¢ Our read from Fort Smith was nothing more 
than a path, leading most of the way through a 
very swampy country. We travelled the whole 
day, passing but one dwelling, and that a misera- 
ble cabin where were several drunken Indians ; so 
that we did not stop. About sunset we arrived at 
Dwight, and found the mission family well. They 
seemed all much rejoiced to see us, and gave us 
a most cordial welcome. I found Dr. Palmer 
here on a visit from Fairfield. It was Saturday 
evening, and their evening service commenced 
about an hour after I arrived. Tired as I was, I 
could not deny myself the pleasure of meeting 
with them. henswe entered the hut some of 
the natives were singing a Cherokee hymn, and 
one of them was called upon to pray. I will not 
attempt to describe my feelings; but never will 
I forget those feelings. 
fully oe for all the toil and fatigue of my jour- 
ney. 
God wrought? Prophets and kings have'desired 
to see what I have seen, but died without the 
sight. Sabbath was alsoa deeply interesting day 
to me. I have just returned ian spending my 
Christmas. I know not how you have enjoyed 
the day, but to me it has been the most delightful 
and interesting one of my life, and I greatly rejoice 
that I got to a heathen land to tt ina 
tian manner, 
The head chief of the Cherokee nation, who 

had treaté@ th®fmissionaries with respect, but ne- 
ver before manifested any regard for religion, in- 
vited all the Cherokee people to meet at his house 
and spend their Christmas with him in a Chris- 
tian manner, instead of the way in which they 
formerly spent it. He invited Brs. Washburn 
and Palmer, to meet with them and hold a pro- 


cted meeting. Though a good deal fatigued 


ith my long journey, they insisted on my goin 
them. As we had the distance of 
one miles to go, we started on Monday morning, 
and arrived inthe evening. We found upwards 
of one hundred Indians collected, and were wel- 
comed by them. I was introduced to many of 
the chiefs and head men of the nation, though 
unable to speak a word to them except through 
an interprefer. They seemed glad to see me, and 
from many I heard the expression, o-see-ah, (it is 
ood.) Most of them wore the native dress. 
€ exercises commenced on Monday evening, 
and continued until Thursday morning. There 
were present about three hundred people, and 
many of them were from a distance of thirty or 
forty miles, and remained during the whole 
of the meeting’ Almost the whole of the time 
was spent in religious exercises. I preach- 
ed three times through an interpreter—a Mr. 
Brown, half brother to the late beloved Catherine 
}-Brown. He has lately become pious. It is but 
a few months since he was out on a war excur- 
sion, and brought in a number of scalps. But 
now he is a humble consistent follower of the 
Lamb, and truly an interesting man. I wish I 
could give you a particular description of the 
méeting, but neither my time nor my paper will 
admit offthis. Considering that many present 
were wild Indians just out of the woods, their be- 
haviour was orderly. Many were solemn, and, 
by many, much deep feeling was manifested un- 
der the preaching of the word. We deemed it 
prudent to have an inquiry meeting before leaving 
them. Upwards of thirty attended ; among whom 
was the Chief at whose house we met. My 
feelings would not have been easily described 
when called to address these inquirers. The big 
tear was seen rolling down the rough cheeks of 
many, who, but a short time before, had raised 
the war-hoop, and stained their hands in human 
blood. Thé proud chief of the nation who had 
— in shedding blood, now sat before- me as. 


umble as a child, catching at the words that fell — 


from the = of my interpreter. Before the meeting 
e 


broke up, he (the chief) asked the privilege of 
ng. " In the course of his address, a part of 


In such an hour, 


I thought I was already 


felt constrained to exclaim, what hath 


| | 
| 
never fails to commencé.with the commentemenfy 
of moral agency ad 
| | is nothing, it seems, in man by nature to which ity 
can be traced. Besides, if this be so, in what can 
era i be. no native 
he regeneriites hint Does he offly brealt¢hag | 
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i. | 
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on, in the of God, to take up his 
cross, and follow C se: alin his people 
d turn against He those, who 


saved, not to be out of théir seriousness 
—and not rest contented until they obtained an 
interest in Christ, entreated all 
friends*to turn te the new way, and expressed his 
_ hops that the missionaries would not be discou- 
but to go on to teach their children, and 

y to preach the Gospel. Ido look u 
as @ very important and encouraging fact. 

This has @ most i r 
to ‘open ee tex for us to p | fhe Gos 
to others. For all this the Lord be praised. 
But while there is much that is encouraging, 
there is also much, very much, to depiore. t 
part of this le is still in all the wretchedness 
of heathenism. ‘Though I have been here but a 
few days, I have seen enough already to move 
a heart of stone. O, that I had some of my Chris- 
tian friends here, who do not feel for the heath- 
en ; and ‘would that I had some of my dear friends 
here who do tee! and act for the heathen, that 
they might see how good ail glorious a cause, 
ey are enga| supporting. I bless the Lord 
that he has ever’permitted me to come here to en- 
gage in this work ; and O! that he would enable 

me to be faithful....“Durin 

I have been speaking, we had bear’s meat for 

food. Our living is very rough, but — as good 
as I expected, and far better than I deserve. 

Master had not half so 
complain? I am well and happy.” . 


Yours most sincerg)y in our common ird, 
_Hewry R. Wirson. 
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ISSIONS 
OFFICE OF THE 
Grerrrnat are happy to announce, that 
jong, at a special ineeting held on the 
f unanimously elected the Rev. 
Goshen, N. Y. to be their Corres- 
Secretary tid General Agent, for the Eastern and 
Atlantic States, to be located in Philadelphia ; and from 
the information received by «he Board, it is expected that 
Dr. Fisk, who is at present in the South, will be able in 
the course of the Spring, to enter upon the discharge of 
his important duties. 


Ezra Fisx; D. 


From The Philadelphian. 


“Tar highly incepsed has this 
meek ian become, that he has ordered his 


carrier to discontinue serving us with a copy of him- 


self, on account of our high crime of reprinting him 
too speedily with all due credit. We are quite content- 
ed. The application for an exchange of papers came 
to us from the Presbyterian, and of course it became 
the keepers of that print to stop when it pleased them. 
If our Presbyterian neighbors will allow it, the Ca- 
tholic Herald would, doubtless, accommodate us in fu- 
ture, with a copy of “the controversy” so soon as it 
passes to Catholic hands. Shall they have permission, 
we ask “The P rian?” If not. we can delay our 
publication for a few hours after Phe Presbyterian 
makes its public entrance into the city, and then some 
subscriber will give us his copy for price a year. 


Our feelings must undergo a singular alteration 


before we can consent to reply to the above arti-’ 


cle in its own spirit, and we shall make it our 
humble endeavour +o avoid all taunt and irony. 
The fact is this: the Editor of “The Presbyte- 
rian” was totally ignorant that the exchange had 
ceased, until the article just inserted apgeared in 


«The Philadelphian.” He was also ignorafft of 


any misunderstanding in relation to the contro- 
versy. The public will judge how fat he de- 
gerves the imputation thus conveyed. He ex- 
_ presses no opinion as tathe grievance complained 
of, as it is a matter purely of the office, with 
which he has no concern. The Publishers, how- 
ever, have a right to be heard, and the following 
is their explanation, which must satisfy every 
im paftial reader: 


All that the Publishers of “The Presbyterian” 
desire is, that they should receive credit for arti- 
cles which appear first in their paper, and that 
they should not be ungenerously forestalled. 
“The Philadelphian” published; for some time, our 
matter without any acknowledgment, except in 
a prefatory note. Their. adv@Misements of the 
controversy in daily papers 
they were not the first publij 
advanced the day of their publ 
appear on Wednesday instead of Thursday; and 
in one case, in order to be as early as ‘* The Pres- 
byterian,”’ received an impression of part of the 
paper in a clandestine manner from our office, three 
days before its publication ; the stopping of our 
exchange expressed our disapprobation of this 
course. We are willing to leave these facts to 
the decision of an intelligent public. 


Boarp or Misstons.—The Editor of ‘The 
Philadelphian” complains that the interesting 
reports with which we are favoured i Board 
of Missions have never been commu cathd for 
his paper. We should f€joice to see them in 
every paper in this country. We belong to no 
«6 ,” and sustain no relation to the Board but 
that of friendship. It will therefore give us un- 
feigned pleasure to share with “ The Philadel- 
phian” the honour of conveying these reports to 
the public. 

Docrrinat Reapinc.—The taste of the age is 
_ so much for light reading, even in religion, that 
the doctrinal knowledge of the laity is decreas- 
ing every year. Take away the time that is 
spent upon newspapers, magazines, biographiés, 
pious tales, pamphlets, occasional sermons, not 
to speak of worldly productions, and few hours 
will be left for the discussion of religious truth 
in its connexion. Booksellers and publishers of 
course respond the public demand. In the 
seventeenth century the London press groaned 
with folios upon didactic and polemic divinity, 
because every layman was accustomed to sound 
- the depths of these subjects. In the nineteenth, 
we can scarcely keep pace with ‘the callow 
brood of little 18mos, which issue from the print- 
ing office. The reciprocal action of the press, 
and the public mind becomes more and more 
lively. The dissipating and emollient —. 
of a religious literature, so heterogeneons and 
ephemeral is greater and greater. But the prin- 
cipal evil of which we meant to speak, is the 
lamentable want of doctrinal knowledge among 
the majority even of intelligent persons. Hence 
the ease with which the most repulsive novelties 
are swallowed. Hence the cry that scholastic 
distinctions have turned theology into mysticism, 
and that we are to knead the whole mass of truth 
over again, to make it a bonne bouche for the fas- 
tidious public. Hence you shall hear men grave- 
ly assert that two divines differ only in terms, 
or in philosophy, though one is an Augustinian 


and the other a Pelagian. A careful perusal of 


even one sound body of divinity would cure this. 


which was interpreted tous, he scknowled that 
he had been living wicked] y—expressed his deter- 


ting what they should do to be } 


Cherokee 


the meeting of 
ur 


and why 


Theré is much yet to be done‘in 
Philadelphia there is no combi 
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ploded ; what seemingly, original objections are 
stale; and what solid grounds there are for many 
of the distinctions and positions of our church. 
It is not by dipping here and there, that connected 
and profound views on these subjects are to be ob- 
tained. We may make a virtue of our indolence, 
and plead that our fathers have darkened religi- 
ous truth, that there is no difficulty but what 
theologians have made, that it is time to make a 
holocaust of shat 


know, is plain; but theology is no 


more free from mySteries than other sciences. 
How different the views which are taken of this 
matter by the raw, unlettered innovator, and the 
hoary student of God’s word. To the latter, 
there is an awful darkness over many points, 
which to the former, seem clear as day. _ 


study. It is with the fountain of divine truth, as 
with the Pierian spring: 


“There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 
And drinking largely sobers us again. — : 
Fired at first sight with what the muse imparts, 
In fearless youth we tempt the heights of arts, 
While from the bounded level of our mind, 

Short views we take, nor see the lengths behigd. 
But more advanced, behold with a 


- 


New distant scenes of endless science 


It is at least to be desired, that every intelli- 


'gent*man should know what the doctrines of our 


\.Teally are, and what are the ments 
upon. which they are founded. When this is 
done, it will appeare that there is more than a 
hair’s breadth between Geneva and New Haven. 

acification is greatly ‘to be wished, but not to 


‘be sought by hood-winking the public. Let the 


truth be told. Let error be denounced. Let the 
doctrines of grace stand forth in their glorious 
fulness. How shall this necessary knowledge 
be diffused? We know of po method which 
promises more good, than the republication of 
Puritan works. If any enterprising booksellers 
will undertake to reprint select beauties of Owen, 
Charnock, Burgess, Burroughs, Jacomb, Flavel, 
Bates, &c., he will confer a great favour on the 
Presbyterian Church. 


Temperance.—From every part of the land we 
hear the most cheering accounts of the prosperity 


‘of this cause. The simultaneous meetings held 


on the 26th uit. appear to have beensattended with 


these efforts has been decidedly favourable. The 
friends of temperance have very much to encour- 
age them in a firm and united prosecution of the 
enterprise in which they -are embarked. Let 
them be but faithful, and their fondest hopes may 
soon be realized. 


Merxness.—The gentle and forgiving tempe 


tion to their growth in grace. No circumstances 
can exempt us from our obligation to imitate 
him. However good the cause in.which we a 
engaged, we must be slow to anger, placable, 
and mild. Let a Mohammedan’ story rebuke our 
wrath. Abba Haninah, the most:celebrated doc- 
tor of the orthodox Mussul ‘having cause- 
lessly received a malicious and?#bst violent blow 
in the face, spoke thus to the agptessor: “I could 
return you injury for the injury you have done 
me, but I will not. I could inform against you to 
the Caliph, but I will not be an informer. I 
could, in my prayers to God, represent the out- 
rage done me, but I will forbear that. In fine, I 
could, at the day of judgment, desire God to re- 
venge it; but far be it from me. Nay, should 
that terrible day arrive this very moment, and 
could my intercession therf’ prevail, I would not 
desire to enter Paradise without you.” 


A writer in the.N. Y. Evangelist, after some 
remarks in which we concur, respecting the use 
of wine by ministers, asks—* why ts it necessary 
that the wine from our communion tables should be 
appropriated to the minister’s family ?”°——-Now we 
cannot answer for others, but for ourselves, we 
know of no such custom. We have had acquain- 
tance with many churches, and many ministers, 
in various parts of the country, but we have never 
before heard of this usage, in any Presbyterian | 


general, or universal custom. We are unwilling 
that the public should entertain any such impres- 
sion. .It would have been better if the place 
where this is the practice had been mentioned. 


From the Sunday School Journal. 


‘EFFORTS IN BEHALF OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


It is suggested, that at the March concert a 
simultaneous effort should be commenced through- 
out the United States to improve the condition of 
the schools. Let it be made the subject of spe- 
cial consideration and prayer on that evening, 
what measures can be adopted for that purpose. 
In nearly every school, or collection of schools, 
thre % some main deficiency. Let that be at 


fonce smpplied or corrected, whatever it be. It 


may need energy, moral cou and devotedness, 
to remedy the evil; but let the firm purpose be 
resolved upon that it shall be done. It is an im- 
perious Christian duty, and nothing should hinder 
or postpone its performance. If there are known 
an ienwiedged irregularities in discipline, de- 
linquency in teachers, want of system, or any 
other obstacle to success, let it now be removed. 
good can be effegted in such schools until 
there is a reformation, and the longer it is delayed 
the more evil.will ensue to all concerned, and the 
more difficult will be every future attempt. The 
obligations of the superintendent’s office require 
him to be watchful over all the interests of the 
school. The path of strict duty and faithfulness 
may be at times painful, but he has no option in 
the case. He must do his whole duty, if he is a 
disciple of Christ, and fears God more than man. 
Most of the existing evils in any school may be 
remedied by the piows co-operation and united 
counsel of the superintendent and teachers. Let 
these be —— as the first means of improve- 
ment. Meekness and gentleness are not incon- 
sistent with firmness and decision, and a super- 
intendent whose energy is guided by an amiable 
disposition, and a hgart imbued with Christian 
love, will easily unite teachers “with him in the 
purpose of general reformation. 
e earnestly recommend this subject to the 
schools. The.teachers of the respective schools 
may review the condition of their charges, and 
agree upon some mode of se agi, it. With 
these feelings and oo let the business be 
made the subject of special petition at the next 
concert, and where practicable, some plan be pro- 
posed and submitted to the meeting. | 
rcities. In 
ation af the 
teachers—no city union—to promote the estab- 
lishment of new schools and to confer on the 
cause generally. ‘Thousands more of children 
and adults’ might be brought under regular in- 


struction, if such an association were formed. 


As it is, the collecting of the destitute into 


schools is accidental, and without method, and 


It would teach what errors have been long ago ex- | the 


We know of ito rémedy for this, but diligent | 


quarterly 


jecture. 


‘to 


the best results. “In this city the influence offi 


of Christ will appear in his followers, in propor-. 


congregation. The writer speaks as if it were %, 


sel, which their case requires. 
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efforts made are wholly 
the demands of the n Baltimore 
we hear nothing. ere are no religious jour- 
nals published in that city which give any ac- 
count of the state of religious education there ; 
there was nota solitary representative of its schools 


roportionate to 


at the Convention; and not one circular was an-- 


swered. We would call to the Christians of that 
city, and earnestly ask if something may not be 
done at the approaching concert to revive the 


ill be kept in view, and 
timéte take soillie deci- 
bd: Minday of March, at 
will be taken, by — no- 
ve that meeting well attended, 
and the exercises well arranged. When this in- 
terest shall be manifest, the hearts of teachers 
willbe warmed; their prayers will be more fer- 
vent; and they will net forget them, but go forth 
to act as if they expetted a blessing. ~* 

Just as we had written these paragraphs we 
received the following communication : 


’ For the Sunday School Journal. 

Mr. Editor,—The question is sometimes asked 
by strangers that visit our city, what is the state of 
t hey regards Sunday-school operations in Phila- 
delphi Now, for one I am so ignorant, that I 
know not how to give a correct answer to such a 
question. In former days we had a city union, 
and annual reports from the several 
schools, by which we obtained a knowledge of 
what was doing, but now it seems to be mere con- 
The columns of the Sunday-School 
Journal furnish its readers with intelligence from 


‘all parts of the country of what is doing in Sab- 


bath-schools to extend the light and glory of our 
Redeemer’s kingdom. Can you tell us how 
things are in our city? Is the Lord pouring out 
his spirit upon our schools? Are teachers more 
prayerful and more truly devoted in their Master’s 
work? If so, it will revive the hearts of their 
dear brethren and sisters throughout our land to 
hear of it; and if it is otherwise it would be well 
to have it known, and measures immediately 
adopted to wake up every teacher to feel more 
on, the weight of responsibility that rests 
upon him, did to remember that the great reckon- 


-ing day is fast approaching. 


n the last Annual Report of the American 
Union, there were reported about 20 schools, con- 
taining 2600 scholars and 300 teachers, leaving, 
it is Bupposed, somewhat towards 100 schools in 
the city and county of Philadelphia not reported, 
except as taken from returns of the preceding 
years. Now, Sir, would it not be wil to have 
some plan devised to obtain a full return from all 
the schools, whereby a correct judgment may be 
formed of the actual state of things, at the head 
quarters of Sabbath-school operations. 

One thing more, Mr. Editor, I would beg leave 
ention. Inthe publications for the use of 
Suaglay-schools, the idea seems to prevail, that 
Sualey -schools are composed entirely of children: 
¥gotten that a large part of those who enjoy 
bbath-school instruction, are youth and adults 
to whom the term children does not apply, and 
that if the word learners or scholars were used, it 
would embrace all. 


We have often begged that teachers and others 
would furnish us with information, but there is a 
strange backwardness in taking advantage of the 
Journal as a means of doing good. 


A communication from the Board of Missions, 
now in our hands, is necessarily deferred until 
next week. 


Rev. Ricnarv Wartson.—This distinguished 
member of the Methodist church, died in London, 


January 8th. He is well known as the author of 


** Theological Institutes,”’ and a Bible Dictionary. 


Sourn Epvucation Society.—This 
Society held its annual meeting on the 18th ult. 
in Charleston. Among the resolutions adopted, 
we observe one so to alter the constitution of the 
society as to make it hereafter auxiliary to the 
Board of Education of the General Assembly. 


Wilson on the Government of the Churches; and Litur- 


gical Considerations.—These works have already been 


noticed by a respected correspondent, buat we shall 
not feel that we have discharged our duty, until we add 
some further remarks. Although many of our readers 
are better fitted than ourselves to speak of the late vener- 
able author, yet some of our earliest recollections are 
associated with his placid countenance, and striking dis- 
course. We have never seen or heard of any one more 


truly unique and original; and as this was the character of 


his conduct and his preaching, so it occurs in every page 


of these learned treatises. The patristical knowledge of 


Dr. Wilson was inferior to that of no man in America. 
Hig research wag patient, accurate, and continued all his 
life long. The object of the first of these works is to 
evirf€e, that there were but two orders or kinds of officers 
in the primitive church, after the cessation of extraordi- 


wary gifts ; presbyters, (who were also called pastors and 
ishops,) and deacons; that diocesan bishops and lay 


elders were equally unknown; and that the first change 
was by a gradual transition into pastoral or parochial 
episcopacy, afterwards into diocesan. As to the opinions 
here expressed concerning ruling elders, we shall not ven- 
ture upon an argument. It is not that which was main- 
tained by the framers of our books, nor that which we 
are accustomed to defend. Dr. Wilson, however, con- 
sidered it as altogether compatible with sound Presbyte- 
rianism. From what some may call an obstinate preju- 
dice, and others a pardonable incapacity, we cannot 
yield assent to all the conclusions of the writer. Yet we 
would gladly call attention to the volume, especially as it 
discluses the vanity of attempting to deduce an unbroken 
line of prelates from apostolical times. ‘I'he erudition 
displayed in this treatise is astonishing, and the argument 


deserves to be well considered by all our ministers and 


students. 
The Liturgical Considerations are intended as a de- 


fence of those who reject liturgies. And a more trium- 


phant defence we have never read. It is to be wished, 
that this little work were published in a separate form, be- 
cause it is level to the capacity of all readers, and scru- 
pulously avoids the introduction of Greek and Latin 
words. The main proposition is, that when we investi- 
gate the origin of Liturgies, they are found to have arisen 
long after the days of the apostles; “first in single 
charches, and then in larger districts, as a merely human 
contrivance professedly to exclude error; and afler- 


wards to have been continued as a master-piece of 


policy to perpetuate innovations, and supercede the sa- 
cred text.” 


The history of John Barr, written by himself. Phila- 
delphia, George, Latimer & Co. 1833, 18mo. 


This unpretending little volume will be welcome to 


Presbyterians, as giving a pleasing picture of the manner 


in which the doctrines of grace operate upon a simple 
mind. Mr. Barr resided in North Carolina, and pursued 
the occupation of a farmer. His early education was 
straitened, yet he deserves a place among self-taught 
men. He was a friend of Missions and of Education, and 


ught in the Sunday School until a short time before his 


decease. 


‘Christian Counsel to the sick ; with a selection of appro- 


priate Hymns. By the Rev. S. G. Winchester, 


astor 
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. pp. 144. 


24mo. Whetham & D’Hart 


We have often felt the need of a little work of this kind, 
to put into the hands of sick friends, when verbal counsel 
was inconvenient or impossible. 

‘‘The importance and necessity of such a treatise” 


the author very praperty remarks, “are manifest from 
the fact, that the sick, generally, do not, and from the 


circumstances of the case, can not, receive, even from 


the best —— and most faithful clergymen and pious 
friends, that amount of appropriate and connected coun- 
case r . most favourable mo- 
ments for receiving instruction with profit, may occur, 
when those who are capable of imparting it, are not at 


= 


Wand. Many will read with great spiritual advantage, 
what they oul be unwilling to sad from the lips of 
another. When they can not be prevailed upon to listen 
to religious conversation, they may not refuse to peruse, 

leisure, or have read to them, all that a pious friend 
@puld wish to say. ‘Those who nurse, and wait upon the 
> J — are unable to give instruction and advice, 

ay be qualified to read it, with lasting benefit to them- 
selves, as well as to the sick.” | 

We have read this Sittle volume with much pleasure. 
The style is simple, the exhortation solemn, and the 
reasoning clear and ~ ssive. The author has given 


us too, what we very much r; » Many a nti 
ment from Bates and Lighttos 
tions and improvement of his owsremarks» MWe ihdulge 
the hope that this “‘ cousel” may prove'a means of doing 


much good. | 


Dr. Blythe’s Inaugural Addres®, delivered at his inaugu- 


ration into office, ads President of South Hanover College, 
Indiana. 

The Reverend author in this address gives first a view 
of the state of the world as respects the progress of liber- 
ty, of philosophy, of Christianity, and letters. He next 
turns his attention to the present indications of Providence, 
as regards the d, and in view of the facts and rea- 
sonings before stated, inquires whut is the duty of Western 
Christians? He shows that edueation is in most parts of 
that wide region in a deplorable condition, both as re- 
gards the elementary and higher schools of instruction— 
he argues at length and forcibly in favor of the manual 
labour system which has been adopted in the college— 
and presents some strong appeals jn behalf of the institu- 
tion over which he has been called to preside. Dr, Blythe 


fis a veteran in the cause of education, and his Opinions, 


based as they aie upon long experience, are entitled to 
respect. We earnestly hope they may excite in the be- 
nevolent public that interest for the wide west which its 
vast resources and its prospective greatnéss demand. 
Some parts of the address we shall attempt to lay before 
our readers at a future time. 3 

Tas American QuaRTERLY TEMPERANCE MaGa- 
ZINE.—Among the new publications we notice the first 
number of this Magazine, published in Albany by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the New York State Temperance 
Society. Price $2 per year. ‘The present number con- 
tains articles on the following subjects. Introductory— 
Correspondence between -his Prussian Majesty’s Consul 
and the Executive Committee of the New York State 
Temperance Society, embracing a Succinet History of 
Temperance Reform in America—On the sale of Ardent 
Spirits by Christians—Causes which oppose Temperance 
reform—Medical Advice—Pathology of Drunkenness— 
Universality of the Temperance Reform, being a Review 
of the Second Annual Report of the Scottish Temperance 
Society—Considerations respectfully addressed to the 
Manufacturers and Venders of Ardent Spirits—Miscella- 
neous Notices. 


Researches of the Rev. E. Smith, and Rev. H. & O. 
Dwyght in Armenia, including a journey through Asia 
~Minor, and into Georgia and Persia, with a visit to the 
Nestorian and Chaldean Christians of Oormiah and Sal- 
mas. 2 vols, 12mo. Boston. Crocker & Brewster, &c. 


1833 

We have been able to give this work only a hasty peru- 
sal, yet do not hesitate to pronounce it one of the most 
interesting of the kind that we have everseen. The coun- 
tries througly which the travellers passed, the people with 
whom they came in contact, and the attention they have 
paid to the securing of correct information, will render 
these volumes permanently valuable. One of the best 
means of promoting missionary effort, is the circulation 
of intelligence in reference to the moral wants of the 
world. We are glad that American missionaries have 
always been diligent in sending back from their stations, 


in heathen lands, descriptions of the prospect by which 
they are surrounded, and we hope to see in time to come 
elaborate contributions from their hands, in reference to | 


the character and wants of every nation to which they 
may be sent. The “ Researches’’ &c., before us appear 
to us a good model for works of this kind. Every one, 
and especially every Christian will peruse these volumes 
with pleasure and profit. We hope to see them in gene- 
ral circulation, and if our recommendation can in any 
way promote that result, we shall rejoice. 


Wuat next!—Perfectionists—We have heard some- 
thing of individuals, in connexion with our Church, who 
entertained and avowed some new views on the sub- 
ject of Christian perfection. The following communica- 
tion in the Western Recorder verifies these statements. 


Perfectionists.—There is a class of individuals spring- 
ing up in this region, calling themselves by this appella- 
tion, as I understand. Their leader is a young man who 
has been the cause of much difficulty at the east, and who 
has deen figuring in the region of Canastota, Durhamville, 
&c.&c. Some within the bounds of this county, it is re- 
ogame have been led away by him, and are talking large- 
y about entire freedem from sin ; don’t pray for Resive- 
ness; are already perfect, &c. Now Mr 
y wish to be informed whether it would not be well for in- 

ividuals, who really believe these things to be so, at 
once to withdraw from all connection with churches, who 
think with the Apostle, that they have not already attained, 
and connect themselves with some people who coincide 
with their views. Such a course Lasse prevent much 
difficulty, and would prevent all resort to discipline. 
mor 1s ny 4 busy as to the means made use of to obtain 
converts; but I forbear to mention them, 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Arratrs.—Congress adjourned on the 4th 


oyt, I mere- 


inst. Of the important subjects which have been before 


it, the following have been acted on. — 

A Bill has been passed modifying and reducing 
Tariff. 

A Bill to enforce the collection of the Revenue. 

A Bill to divide among the several States the proceeds 
of the public lands. 7 

None of these bills have as yet received the signature 
of the President. General Jackson delivered his inaugu- 


ral address as President of the United States, on the 4th 
inst. 


the 


Wasninetow Istanps.—Messrs. Whitney, Tinker, 
and Alexander, missionaries of the Board connected with 
the mission at the Sandwich Islands, were at Tahiti, 
one of the Society Islands, September 4th, on their way 
to the Washington Islands, which they designed to ex- 
plore with reference to the establishment of a mission 
there, should circumstances on the whole be favourable. 
They performed the voysge in the Missionary Packet, 


and expected to proceed on their way about the 19th of 


September. They had visited Raiatea and Huahine, as 
well as Tahiti, and their intercourse with their brethren 
of the London Missionary Society had been of a highly 
gratifying nature. 


MEDITERRANEAN Mission.—The brig Garnet, having 
Messrs. Thompson, Riggs, Dodge, and their wives on 
board, arrived at Malta on the 6th of December, after a 
passage of thirty-six days, . 


Coxzon1zaTion MEETING N. YorK.—A numerous 
meeting of the friends of the Alrican Colonization was held 
on Wednesday evening in the Masonic Hall. The audience 
was addressed by R. S. way Esquire, general agent 
of the Society. A variety interesting facts were 
presented, relative to the Colony at Liberia, the fertility 
of the soil, the building of vessels 
Sunday, day and common Schools, the colonial News- 
paper, the arrivals which are announced in its columns, 
of vessels from all parts of the globe, &c. The Speaker, 
in reply to a question asked as to the intention of the So- 
ciety to coerce the free coloured people to emigrate, de- 
claredjhat there was no such intention. That if the Colo- 
ny continued to prosper, as at present, it would be im- 
possible to prevent them from going: and that none but 

od men were wanted for those regions. In regard to 
the possibility of accomplishing the objects of this Society, 
the ultimatum of which 1s to abolish slavery, the Speaker 
said that if the annual increase of the coloured 
(which at present is from fifty to sixty thousand) were re- 
moved, the number would be kept stationary; and@rthat if 
any more than that annual increase were remoVed, the 

arent stock would then be gradually diminishing. He 

ad adverted to the immense yearly importation of forei 
emigrants into this country, with a view to put to flight the 
theories which had been set on foot as to the impossibility 
of accomplishing the object uf the Society. A million of 
dollars would be req for the purpose alluded to; this 
would impose on the white population of the United 
States ten cents a head, and a total of twenty thousand 
dollars for the city of New York. Mr. Finley spoke at 
length on the manner in which the proposed objects were 
to affect the question of slavery, and proceeded to argue 
that there was no intention of denying the.validity of the 
law which recognised the black as the property of his 
white master. _The Society wished alone to address itself 
to the moral convictiohs of the people,—to the patriot, the 
philantropist and the Christian. 

A subscription was then ‘taken up; after which the 
Society was further addressed by Samuel A. Foote . 


of this city, and Rev. Mr. Breckinridge of Philadel! i 


A 
-| séttlement of Sie eoue» by the nsing of a 
tured Africais. * It ont b | 


bear intrinsic an 
colony :— 


frame. 


Ru- 


the establishment of 


Lisrria.—Files of the Liberia Herald,-to Dec. 9th, 
have been received. We notice the following items of 
information extraeted fromvit. 

Satorday the Ist day 6f Décember was observed by the 


colonists, as a day of public fastigg and prayer, pursuant 
to the proclamation of GovernonMechlin. 


isturbance is said to have taken place at the British 


red of the old settless had b 

bellion hat been confrmed— 

chief rested on rumour. 

; ninth anniversary of the battle between the colo- 

ea: the natives was celebrated on the first of Decein- 
er. 

The schooner Jasper, belonging to Mr. Francis De- 
vany, has been lost on the Grand Bassa bar—said to have 
been occasioned by the imprudence or ignorance of the 
master. 

The following peregrephe from the Herald of Dec. 7th, 
conclusive proof of the prosperity of the 


led. The fact of t 
the extent of the mis- 


Warehouse building.—Francis Devany's warehouse, 
100 feet long and 20 wide, nearly ready to receive the 
Daily & Russwurm’s do. 50 feet long and 30 feet 
wide, with cellar under the whole, in the same state of fur- 


wardness. 


Vessels on the Stocks.—A belonging t 
to 


o W. 
Draper, ready to be launched—o i 


aring, 


nearly ready—one to A. Chessman—ore to F. Devany, 
besides one or two others, the timbers for which are being 
prepared. 


Grand Bassa Settlement.—We are pleased to learn 
that the colonists, who are about to locate themselves at 
this new settlement, will leave us in a few days, for their 
lace of destination, under the superintendence of Mr. W. 
. Weaver. They amount to about thirty-five males, and 
they will be conveyed down in the Agency Schooner 
Margaret Mercer, which will be ordered to continye at 
Bassa for some weeks, until they shall. have. erected, the 
netessary fortifications, and houses, for their proteétion 
and comfort. 

All who have visited the spot which has been selected 
as the location of the new colony, speak in-high terms of 
it, and we cannot doubt that many more will be flocking 
to it, as soon qs the necessary houses shall have been 
erected for their accommodation. 

Grand Bassa countty is noted for its fertility, and has 
many advantages over Little Bassa, particularly in Rice 
and Palm Oil, which are always to be procured“in abun- 
dance. The RiverSt. John’s also, affords many facilities 
for the transportation of camwood from the interior, and 
we trust many years will not elapse, before a trade will 
beropered with the natives, residing near its source. 

Dr. Matan’s CHANGE OF SENTIMENT.—The Rev. Dr. 
Malan, of Geneva, has lately published«a new edition of 
his volume entitled, The Righteousness of s; or No 
Works necessary to Salvation; and no Salvation with- 
out works, in which he says, ‘‘The author of this trea- 
tise is anxious to declare, that he retracts, as far as 
is in his power, the two first editions, on account of 
the erroneous statements they contain concerning the doc- 
trine of the appropriation of salvation. The author there 
taught that faith consists in believing that one is saved, and 
so that to believe in Jesus Christ, is to believe that he is my 
Saviour; while the Scripture calls upon the sinner first to 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Saviour, 
and then to repdése himself with all his heart upon that 

romise, ‘ Whoever believeth that Jesus is the Son of 

od, the Christ, hath eternal life.’ Faith then consists in 
believing what God says, and not what one persuades 
himself of.”—Christian Observer. 


AnNoTHER MouniFiciEnt Donation.—We are inform- 
ed by a gentleman who a few days since, 
that just before his departure, intelligence had been re- 
ceived at the office of the Colonization Society, of a se- 
cond legacy of $10,000 from New Orleans. Mr. Ireland, 
of that city, lately deceased, has left by his will to the 
American Conlonization Society one third of his estate, 
the whole of which is valued at $30,000. This makes 


charity. —N. Y. Obs. 


UNITARIANISM IN ENGLAND.—The London Congre- 
gational Magazine for January contains an article on the 
present state of the Unitarian Party in England. It ap- 
pears that the Committee of the Unitarian Association 
some time back issued a circular to the congregations 
connected with it, consisting of questions to which an- 
swers were required. Returns however were received 
from one hundred and five congregations furnishing the 
following results as to average attendance: 


With above 10 hearers and not exceeding 50—26 
50 “a 100—27 
“ 100 150—19 
150 “ 250—22 
be 950 “ 500—11 
“a 500 1000— 1 
1000 “ 1200— 1 


The writer in the Congregational Magazine supposes 
the whole number of Societies is the to 
be one hundred and eighty.— Bost. Rec. 


London Journals mention the evidence before the se- 
lect Committee of the House of Commons on the subject 
of slavery, as about to be published. It is said to contain 
a thorough and deeply interesting exposure of the slave 
system in all its bearing. The missionaries from Jamaica 
were examined by this committee.—Jb. 


Among the works announced as preparing for publi- 
cation in London, we notice a History of Madagas- 
car in connexion with the Protestant Mission, by the 
Missionaries, edited by Mr. Ellis, in 2 vols. with maps 


my late Rev. George Burder, by Henry Foster Burder.— 


Among the prizes awarded by the Paris Academy of 
Sciences, at their last sitting, was the following: “To Is- 
rae! Robinet, workman, for the substitution of the action 
of a machine for that of the human lungs, in glass blowing, 
8,000 francs. By means of this valuable invention the 
health of the glass blower will in fature be preserved, 


and the product of his manufacture greatly improved, 


making articles of greater dimensions than was formerly 
possible.” 


CINCINNATI PRESBYTERY.—At a meeting of Presby- 
tary held at Lower Bethel, on ‘Tuesday, the 13th inst. Mr. 
REUBEN FRAME was ordained to the work of the Gospel 
ministry, and installed as the pastor of the church in that 
lace; The sermon on the occasion, was preached by 

. Wilson, and the charge was given by Dr. Beecher. 


Mr. Clot, a French physician, who has lately returned 
to Paris from a long residence .in Egypt, states that the 
ravages of the cholera last year were almost incredible, 
60,000 persons died in Cairo alone in twenty-nine days: 
more than ever suffered in such a time from the plague! 
All the French physicians except three fled; but these 
rendered the most efficient services, assisted by one hun- 


Abouzabel nine hundred — died out of one thousand 
eight hundred; and a still larger proportion in the neigh- 
bouring village of Kouchka. 


The Consul of the United States at Batavia, John Shil- 


Navy, in which he expresses a decided opinion that a 
maritime force is necessary in the Chinese and Phillipine 


{ seas, to protect the American commerce from the depre- 


dation of the pirates, who have given strong ‘indica- 


tions of their disposition to renew their favourité system 
of plunder. ; 


that a girdle worn round the 
wall:prevent sea-sickness. 


wy \ letter from Sumter District, received in Charleston, 
says, “The Nullifiers in this quarter appear determined to 


for they are removing into the south western States by 
wholesale.” 


The Society of Friends are turning their attention to 
the subject 
their youth. A Sunday School has been commenced in 
one of their meeting houses in Philadelphia, and in the 
last number of “ The Friend,” is commenced the publica- 
tion of a series of questions on selected portions of the 
Bible, for the assistance of parents and others. 


To the Editor of ‘The Presbyterian. 

r. Editor.—Have the goodness to permit the Pastor 
of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, through your paper to 
return his grateful and sincere thanks, to the ladies of his 
congregation, who by contributing thirty dollars to the 
American Colonization Society, have constituted him a 
life member of said society. And oblige yours, &c. 


GeorGe C. Ports. 
February 29, 1833. | 


PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 


a Sermon will be delivered on Sunday evening next, in 
the Church, in Twelfth below Market street, by the Rev. 
Dr. Wy Lik, to the Young Men of the Institute, at 7 
o’clock. The Young Men of this city, génerally, are in- 


4 Vited to attend. The whole othe lower part of the 


church will be reserved for th 


MATTHEW L. BEVAN, 
SAMUEL RICHARDS, 
MATTHEW NEWKIRK, 
A. G. COFFIN, 
ROBERT EARP, 

DR. L. P. GEBHARD. 


A SELECT number of Young Ladies, daughters of pious 
~~ Parents who are anxious for their rene educa- 
tion—will be received as boarders in the family of a lady, 
who is devoting herself to the education of an Orphan 
daughter of thirteen years. None need apply except such 
as are destined to attend a day school, and from 12 to 16 
years of age, as no other attention can be devoted to 
them except that maternal, tender guidance, extended to- 
wards her own daughter, in the intervals of school hours. 


Inquire at this Office. 
Feb. 27, 1833. 


‘Cowper Hill, Robeson 


Concord Presbytery for 1 


Eaton, O. aux. soc. per Rev. 
Fayette, 

Great ValleyfChester co. Pa. col. in Presby- 
do... 


Huntingdon, Pa. col. at monthly concert of 


Highland cong., Presb. of Ohio, under care of 
Jackson, Mo. dona. 


Morgan Town, Va. Ladies’ Gleaning Soo. poy 


$20,000 from New Orleans in one year, for this noble | 


and plates. Also, Memoirs of the Lite and Writings of 


both as regards accuracy of form and the capacity of 


_ BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


Albany, N. Y. subs. from various persons it 


the Ist Presb. church under care of Rev. J- 


The settlement at Grand Bassa was in . Thirt Campbell, per Rev. John Kepnedy, } - 102 00 
five persons had ded thither, in the Late of Newest Angst Geo. dona. of Samuef:J. Davis, per 
ber, to prepare the necessary fortifications and houses for | : - § 00 
the pu and comfort of the colonists who were "Y. col. per Rev. G. G. Sill, - 3200 
shortly to occupy them. Cold 


ng, N. J. Aux. Soc. per Mr. William- 
ofithly “cal yin 
per Rev. James 
co. N.C. from the Cen- 


tre Female Benevolent Society, per Miss 
Eliza Jane M‘Nair, cor. sec. 


@ 


b per Rev. D. 


M‘Pheters erspoon, : 


per Rev. J. 


Doe Run, from # friend of Missions, per Rev. 


A. G. Morrison, by Dr. Ely, - 
P. H.Golladay, - 
y» Pisgah church, per Mr. D. A. 


terian cong., per Rev. W. Latta, - 

do. do. Male Miss. Society, per do. 

do. Female do. # do, | 

do. do. avails @f a young lady’s miss. 
box, per do... 


ere and from the cong. of Mr. John 
ecble, 


Rev. R. Patterson, per R. Patterson, Agt. 


‘J. N. Adams, per Rev. 
Cow 


an, 
‘Tenn. déna. from a Lady a mem- 
ber of t#® 1st Presb. church, per Rev. T. H. 


M‘Chord dhuych, per Mr. D. 


2 50 


xington, Ky., 


A. Sayre, - 


Rev. T. Martin, - 


M‘Connellsburg, Bedford co. Pa, aux. soe. 


per John Fletcher, clerk, - : - 20 00 
Newville, Pa. éol. im Presb. cong. per Rev. R. 

ew Brunswick, N. J. of Presb. cong. per Rev. 

J. H. Jones, - 4407 
Newman’s Creek, aux. so. per Rev. S. Cleland, 

per J. Cunningham, Tr. - - - § 50 
New York, donation from Mr. Cs. Beers, - 30 00 
do. do. Brick ch. dona. J. Adams, per Mo- 

ses Allen, - 3000 
North Pembroke, N. Y. aux. soc. per Rev. J. 

Sherer, - - 2000 
New Castle, Del. dona. from a friend of the 

ard, per Ann H. Darragh, - 00 
Philadelphia, donation from the Misses Free- 
man, - §00 
Female friend to missions in 6th 
Presb. ch., per Rev. S. G. 
Winchester, - 
Six months interest, du’ the 1st 
of February from the Gener- 
al Assembly, per Isaac Snow- 
den, Tr. - 375 00 
4th Presb. Ch., per Jas. Algeo, 6 33 
do. do. do. annual sub. in 3 
part, per do. ° - 25 00 
do. do. do. donation from ' 
Miss Benezett, per do. : 00 
Annual sub. 2nd Presb. ch. ad- 7 
ditional per R.H.Smith, - 10.50 
From Dr. Ely’s con regation, 3 00 
Donation from r. Robert 
Creighton, - - - 15 00 
8th Presb. ch. annual subs. per 

Mr. H. M‘Keen,_~ - - 75 00 
Princeton, N. J., collection in Dutch Neek 

cong., per Lewis F. Wilson. : - 6800 
Shippensburg, Penn., annual sub. per Rev. 

H. R. ilson, > 33 50 
Sub. of do. - - 1000 
Virginia, dona. from J. H. Wallace, - : 5 00 
Woodbury, N. J. Presb. cong. per Rev. C. ‘- 

Missionary Reporter, from sundry subscri- * 

bers, - - 12 00- 

$1415 21 


Autry, Treasurer, 
Wo. 117 Chesnut Street. 


PRICES CURRENT. 

Wheat Flour perbbl, 525 Beef per barrel 10 35 

Rye Flour do. $75 Pork per barrel 13 25 

Wheat per bushel 110 Hams per pound 10 

Rye do 75 Flax per pound 12 

W heat brown Stuff per bah! 52 Bacon per pound OhaT 

Rye brown Stuff do 60 Peas per bushel 

Corn Meal per hhd 15 00 Beans per bushel 125 


Feathers per pound 89 a 40 Calf Skins per dozen 25 a 30 00 
Herd Seed per bushel 35 Cerdevan per dozen 16 00a 20 00 
Timothy Seed per bushel 6 25 Linseed Oil, per gallon 82 
Barley per bushel 90 Iron, hammer d, per ton 754 85 
Oats per bushel 35° roll do. 85a 87% 
Summer Oil pergallon 1193 Pig No.1 do. 45 44600 
Winter Oil per gallon 125 Pig No.2 do, 324435 00 
Cotton per pound 10 a 13 Pig No.3 do, 2743000 
Plaister per ton 475 Hollow ware, do. 75 00 
Hops per lb.—first sort 27 a 23 Band Iron, rton 10500 
Dried Peaches per bushe) 600 Hoop do. 0. 120 a 140 00 
Dried Apples per bushel 250 SheetIron do. 1554160 00 
Butter per poun 25 American Steel, do. 105 00 
per pound 15 English Cast Steel per Ib. 184419 
r dozen 15 do. Blistered do. 14¢@15 
Mackerel per barrel, No, 1, 6 50 [ Sat. Cour. 


dred and fifty pupils, thirty of whom died. In the village of | 


tures, 
ed by J. 


Saviour, by 
laber, Esq. has addressed a letter to the Secretary of the | E 


The Academie d’Industrie, —— in Brussels, states. 


bility, divine authority, and inspi 
ody, over the epigastrium, 


remain in the Union, whether South Carolina does or not; 


NEW RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 
RESEARCHES of the Rev. E. Smith, and H.G. O. 
Dwight in Armenia: including a Journey through Asia 


Minor, and into Georgia and Persia; with a visit to the 
Nestorian and Chaldean Christians of Oormiah 
mas. 
of Commissioners for Foreign 
With a Map of the Country. 


and Sal- 
r of the American Board 
issions. In two volumes. 


By Eli Smith, Missionar 


Christian Counsel to the Sick. By Rev. S. G. Win- 


chester. 


Beauties of Collyer. Selections from Theological Lec- 
BY Rev. W. B. Collyer, D. D. F. A. S. Compil- 

. Choules. 

Ware’s Synday Library, Vol..1. The Life of the 

v. Henry Ware, Jr. Professor of Pulpit 

loquence and the Pastoral Care, in Harvard University. 


Library of Religious Knowledge, vols:5 and 6. The 


Evidences of Christianity, stated in a popular and prac- 


tical manner, in a course of lectures, 


elivered in the 
church of St. Mary, Islingten. 


By Daniel Wilson, 


. A. Vicar, now Bishop of Calcutta. In two vols. 


Vol. 1. containing the lectures on ye authenticity, credi- 


n of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Vol. 2. containing theectures on the inte evi- 
dences. Second edition, revised and improved. 


Just rec@ved by 
FRENCH & PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 


providing for the Scriptural instruction of Pastor of the Sixth 


lars relative to the early = 
ialist 


CHRISTIAN COUNSEL. 
HRISTIAN Counsel to the Sick, with a selection of 
Appropriate Hynins, by the Rev. S. G. Winchester, 
resbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 
Just received and for sale. 
NEW, PUBLICATIONS. 
The History of Joun some particu- 


is life. 
Sancho ; or the Prove by J. W. Cunningham. 
Sermons to Young Men, by fon S. H. Tyng, Rev. 


Mr. Barnes, and others. 


Divine Breathing#: Christian’s Own Book, &c. - 
IN PRESS. 
The Flowers of the Forest, by Mrs. Sherwood. 
Common Errors, by do. : 
Holyda¥Visit to My Aunt Sarah. 
A Pocket edition of Cruden’s Concordance. 
By GEORGE, LATIMER, & Co. 
13 south Fourth street. 


By request of the Managers of the Philadelphia Institute 


with a selection of 


Presbyterian Church, — 
Committee of Arrangement. 


A 


family, where there are no children. No. 88 South 
street. 


Feb. 27, 1833. 


CATHOLIC CONTROVERSY, No. I. 


CONTROVERSY on the points of difference between 


the Protéstant and Roman Catholic religions, by the 


Rev. John Breckinridge of the Presbyterian Church, and 
the Re 


John Hughes of the Roman Catholic Church. 
ust published and for sale by 
Wuertuam & D’Harr, 
Feb. 27—St. 22 south Fourth street. 


a ARNES’ PRAYERS’ 
RAYERS for the use of Families, chiefly selected from 
various authors, with a prelimin Besa 
H mns, by Rev. Albert Barnes. 
OUNSEL TO THE SICK, 
S. G. Winchester, Pastor of the Sixth 
this day by 
ETHAM & D’HART, 
-22 south Fourth street. 
FEW Gentlemen—pious,- and devoted to literary 
pursuits, would be received as Boarders in a private 
Eigh 


CHRISTIAN 


By the, Rev. 


Also a Parlour to rent as an office, _ 
x 


. PSALMS & HYMNS. 
and Assembly of the Presbyterian 


SOLOMON ALLEN, 


May 25—wtfif No. 117 Chesnut street. 


Acccount Missions of 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


CONTROVERSY..nNo. 


RULES. . ‘ 
The undersigned tohave an amicable discussion 
of the great points saligtous between Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics, do hereby bi 

to the observance of the following rules 


1. The parties shall wate ublish, alternately, in 
called. the Pre ian, 2 


nd themselves 


“You have laimed,”’ they may say, “ that 
since the Reformation every man. has the 
right to interpret the Scripture for himself, 
and when we ezereise thie .right, you stig- 
matize us with the brand of heresy! - You 
are truly consistent; Gentlemen! You tell 


heres. L. iv. C. 64. Tertullian, who lived 
two hundred years after Christ, says in his 
book of Prescription, pp. $6, 37: * that doc- 
trine is evidently true, which was first deliv- | 
ered;—on the contrary, that is false, which is 
of a later date. 


4 


This maxim stands imuibve- 


Indeed, Sir, we are not. But if they-were 
liable to the same.abuse, by our rule, as they 
are by yours, we should not only accept, but 
even solicil the prohibition. __ 
Here you will say, or rather you have said 
in your objections, that our rule is also fal- 


learned men—and you will select whichever 
of these three alternatives you may prefer. 
Farewell.” 

The case of the Collier is one, that has an 
important bearing on the general question, 
and Iam glad you reminded. me o It 


quit me of the charge. What opinion he 
may form of the cause which required it, or 
the individual by whom it is preferred, it is 
not for me to determine. ‘The other weak- 
pesses of your attempt to reply to those ten 


it. arguments I shall leave for the present unex- 
the sbyterian, and jus to interpret the sacred record for our- able against the attempts of, all late heresies. | lible, as much as I can never be more | furnishes the illustration, and proves the| posed. For I have not the talent of “adher- 
peta bene een eucbed by See o selves, and when we follow your advice, we| Let such, then, produce the origin of their|certain, in learning the doctrines of the} truth of a remark I made at the commence-| ing strictly to the question under discussion 
shall be published afier the following plan: arty | are heretics, forsooth.”? Can this, then Rev’d | churches: let them show the succession of| church, than you are in your interpretation ’ 


Sir, be the ruxE appointed by Christ? But 


their bishops from the apostles or their disci- 


of the Bible.” To this I reply, that I can— 


ment of my first letter—that the “ teadency 
of the Protestant principle of private inter- 


for the time being”—and yet broaching, in 


past 
other party replying. be ) Pro} in the same letter, every question, that has 
» = any oe ae Catholi e..The | You will. ask me usual,’in what is the| ples. If you live near Italy, you see be-| and I will show you in what way. Accord-| pretation is to sap the tions of the| been agitated since the Reformation. 
| Cathplic, principle ter And it iS butoregour eyes the"Roman Church. Happy |ing to the Catholig rate of faith, the doc- |Christian religion.” Will you, then, Rev'd |are contradictions, which your pen alone, 
toptinue beyond mon | reasonable, shat: uld endeavour to satisfy fo the of Christianity are neg@ebstruet speeu- ay, the ting your rule to|seems, can reconcile. 
a ies agree that there is an infallible Rule of | your inquiry. eritance of doctrines with their !| lations; they are ‘* positive ‘truths, facts,’’ | work badly, “ otrs works Worse - Bute more painfultask is im a 
Faith established by. Chrict, guide as in matters of fell |” Our faith is laid down in the apos- | Where Peter was crucified, like his master; Bate k posed 


me| Having disposed of the Gollier, I must now" 

d | proceed to answer the objections, so called, 
s,| which you have brought forward against the 
the | Catholic rule of Faith. ‘** Their name is Le-. 
gion.” If the foregoing facts and reasoning of 


unchanged and unchangeable, as they . 

from the lips of Jesus Chriet and his ‘a on 
apostles. But, being public truths, or: 
they: were taught by the pastors o 
church, and believed by the people in alt 


gion, for the purpose of determining disputes in the Church 
Christ. 

3. They moreover agree, that after giving their views 
of the Rule of Faith, they shall eed to discuss the 
the Protestant religion,ethe religion of 


in reference wo or three assegtiona of 
yours, in which there is an entire departure 
from the truth of history and of facts. You 
assert that opinions pass into articles of faith, 
or doctrine in the Catholic Church; and for 


tles’ creed. ‘*I[ believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church.”? This rulegyou perceive, dues not 
exclude, but comprises the belief of the Hol 

Scriptures. By the Church, [ understand, 


where Paul was beheaded like the Baptist. 
If this be so, it is plain, as we have said, that 
heretics are not to be allowed to appeal to 
the Scripture, since they have no claim to 


4. The parties agree respectively, to adhere strictly | that visible society of Christians, composed it.”? Similar to this is the testimony of St. | countries, and in every century since the this letter be correct, however, then the lar-| this you quote the authority of Bellarmine, 
to the subjectof discussion, for the time being, and to ad- | oF ‘the people, who are taught, and the Pas- | Vincent, of Lerius, in the fifth century. ‘It | establishment of the church. Consequently, | gest portion of the brood has already been | but I def ou to quote ten lines defore, and 
mit no second question, until the first shall have been ex 99 YY q 
hausted. Each party shall be the judge tors who feach, by virtue of a*certain divine | never was,”’ says he, “or ts, or will be law- 


I can verify them with the same certainty, 
which I have that such an event as the battle 
of Waterloo, the decapitation of Charles I., 
or the Council of Nice, toak place in the 
world. In neither case is a divine, or per- | 
sonal infallibility necessary. When I say 
that 2 and 4 make 6;—that Charles X. was 
expelled from France;—that Luther had a 
misunderstanding with Leo X.;—that John 
Huss was burned to death at Constance, and 
Michael Servetus in Geneva;—I assert pro- 
positions which are infallibly true. But 
when I take up the words of Jesus Christ, 
“ This is my body,” and assert their meaning 
to be “ this is not my body;” the case is en- 
tirely changed. And why? Because, in this 
I utter a mere speculative proposition—an 
opinion. Now according to the Protestant 
rule of faith, every text of Scripture, con- 
nected with doctrine, must go through such 
an ordeal of specuLaTion: and is it to be 
wondered at, that, under the guidance of 
such a princip’e, men should be divided off 
into parties and opinions; for, and against, 
every doctrines—from the “ washing of feet,” 
up to the Saviour’s divinity? The situa- 
tion of a Catholic is very different:—when 
heis a child, he is instructed in the summary 
of the Christian doctrine,-by his parents and 
his catechism. This is the order of nature 
as well as of religion. When he grows up, 
he finds his immediate pastor inculcating, 
and developing from the pulpit, the same 
dogmas of belief, which were laid down in 
his catechism. He finds his pastor teaching 
the same Doctrines, which are taught byeall 
the other pastors, monks, friars, doctogs, 
cardinals, bishops, including the Pope—- 
and believed, by all the Catholic people and 
pastors in the whole universe! If he be a 
gentleman of leisure and fortune, and fond 
of travelling, he may visit France, Scotland, 
Germany, Greece, Spain, Egypt, Palestine, 
China, Italy, Ireland, Peru, Canada, and our 
own Republic—and in every island, and on 
every continent, in every country under 
heaven, he will find the pastors of the Catho- 
lic church teaching, and the people, with the 
pastors, believing identically the same poc- 
TRINES. If he be ascholar, the pages of uni- 
versal history are before him. He may con- 
sult antiquity, and he will find that.the poo- 
TRINES, which are now taught by the pastors, 
and believed by both page and people, 
were taught, and believed by pastors and peo- 
ple, in every age since the birth of Christiani- 
ty. Ifhe be a linguist and a biblical critic, 
he may consult the writings of the fathers, 
and the sacred volume, either in the original 
text, or as we have it, and he will find that 
Jesus Christ made the promises of infallibility 
to the succession of teaching, and, nor to wri- 
ting, reading or private interpretation. 

But what, you ask, if he be a “ Collier ?” 
Why, in that case, his mother will have taught 
him the Lord’s prayer; the angelical saluta- 
tion, commonly called the “Hail Mary!”—-and 
the Apostle’s Creed, in which he says, “I 
believe in the Holy Catholic church”—a pro- 
fession of faith, which includes every article, 
believed (with more accuracy of conception, 
indeed, and distinctness of definition) by the 


‘*eaten up,” in the argumepts. The rest are 
founded on a misconception of the real state 
of the question, and disappear as soon as 
they are understood. 

ist. Then, it isa principle of our belief, 
that the dogmas of our Church were original- 
ly revealed by Christ, and taught by his apos- 
tles: that these dogmas, or articles 6f faith, and 
morals, are the only objects for the definition 
and transmission of which, in the “teaching of 
the Pastors,” the divine promise of infallibili- 
ty is recorded in the Scripture, claimed by the 
church, or necessary in the preservation of re- 
vealed truth. The obstinate rejection of one or 
more of these articles of faith—by followmg 
private opinion, in opposition to the teaching 
and belief of the whole chirch, is what consti- 
tutes the crime of heresy; and the man who 
acts thus, ceases to belong to our communion. 
But as the individual has no right toreject what 
has been always, and is everywhere taught 
and believed,—so neither does the church 
claim, nor has she ever exercised the right of 
creating, or imposing on him the belief of new 
articles of faith. You mistake, then, Rev. 
Sir, the language of definition for the words of 
creation, whenever you say that any of our doe- 
trines, began in “ such a year,” or in ** such 
a century:” until which time it had been, as 
you suppose, ‘*a probationer for a seatin the 
}creed.”? However, in thus confounding the de- 
finition, with the creation, of ductrine, you on- 
ly follow the example of a learned Protestant, 
and they say,a very benevolentand moral man 
—I mean Dr. Priestly. In his “ History of 
early opinions,”’ he argues, that the Divinity 
of Christ, never dreamt of,.as he supposes, 
in the life of the apostles, “ crept in”? as an 
‘¢opinion” a short time afterwards, spread 
silently, and wared strong, until it was 
finally ENACTED into an article of fuith in the 
council of Nice, A. D. 325. . 

2d. Besides doctrines—articles of faith— 
and morals—which are immutable, there is 
discipline, for which infallibility is neither 
claimed nor necessary. Discipline is different 
from doctrine; it may be adapted to the cir- 
cumstances of different ages and countries. 
It is the mere livery of faith; and obvious as is 
tite distinction, we have heard Protestant Doc- 
tors, if they can detect a single bution, more 
or less im Spain or Italy, than they have 
been accustomed to see in our own country, 
exclaim, ** Lo! what has become of the 
boasted infallibility??? Answer—It is watch- 
ing, aS a guardian angel, by the side of those 

posilive truths,” facts,” doctrines,” 
which Jesus Christ revealed to his apostles, 
and commanded them fo teach to “all na- 
tions,”’ in “all days,” even to the end of the 
world.—Discipline may vary—doctrine is 
always the same— just as a man may change 
his garment, without forfeiting his personal 
identity. 

* 8d. There are besides doctrine and discip- 
line, opinions:—-but they are not about the 
‘¢Divinity of Christ,” or the ‘*real pre- 
sence.” They are on questions, concerning 
which no positive revelation has been giv- 
en by the Saviour, or preached by the apos- 
tles. ‘That these opinions have been warm- 


— he is done 
with a subject, and shall be at liberty to py his time 
with a second topic, when hgis done with the first, leaving 
to the other party the liberty of continuing to review the 
abandoned topic, as | as he shall chose ; subject, how- 
ever, to be answered, if he introducgnew matter. 

5. Mr. Hughes to open the discusSion, and Mr. Breck- 
inridge to follow, accdrding to the dictates of his own 
judgment. * JoHn BRECKINRIDGE,” 

_ Jno. 

Philadelphia, December 14th, 1832. 


RULE OF FAITH. 
February 28, 1833. 
ToAhe Reva John Breckinfidge. __ 
Rev. Sir—Ii am delighted to findtthat the 
e of:your..“ official duties’? has not 
‘»revented you, in this instance, from reply- 
ing to my letter, within the time prescribed. 
B rling and reasoning are not the same 
-thin®;—and if you had replied not merely to 
my letter, but to& my arguments against the 
Protestant rule of faith, yoa would, in my 
humble.opinion, have rendered a better ser- 
vice to the cause in wilich you are engaged, 
at the same expense of postage and of press- 
work. The rapidity of transportation,’ as 
well as of composition, has probably con- 
tributed its share to the confusion, in which 
the topic returns from New York. WhenI 
Jast had the pleasure of addressing you, I re- 
que@fed you, by the respect you entertain for 
your own signature at the head of this letter, 
to confine yourself to the actual “ subject of 
discussion for the time being, and to bring for- 
ward no second question, until the first shall 
have been exhausted.” The reader, who 
will take the trouble to cast his eye over the 
_ first two or three columns of your reply, will 
; rceive. with what elaborate fidelity you 
hone violated your own regulation. I can 
hardly think of a subject, that has been omit- 
ted in your enumeration;—except original 
sin, the foreknowledge of God, and the cov- 
nant of election. It would seem, that you 
had copied the whole theological index—the 
entire table of contents. For my own part, 
1 do not find the space allowed us, ample 
enough for the multiplied evidences, apper- 
taining to the single questivn at issue be- 
tween us. It.is true the fifth rule allows 
‘you to “follow me according to the dictates 
of your own judgment.” But the fifth ‘rule 
cannot warrant the violation of those which 
precede it. Your judgment, in this case, 
seems to prefer the instinctive, but wily logic 
of the bird, which is observed to quit the 
nest at the first approach of the truant school- 
boy, and to flutter al@et in every other di- 
rection. For having’ adapted this course, I 
am willing to grant yerte merit of sagacity. 
Ifthe Protestant rut aith is founded nei- 
ther on reason, nor revelation, but on a ma- 
nifest delusion, which prejudice alone has 
consecrated, then you did well to abandon. 
its defence. This will account for the im- 
patience of your pen, and your premature 
attack on the Catholic rule, in which, by in- 
troducing the old catalogue of ** questions,” 
‘you seem determined to bear me down, if 
not by the quality of your reasoning, at least 
by the quantity and confusion of your mat- 
ter. 

_ You are, indeed, correct in saying, that 
the rule of faith is the subject of discussion. 


ten lines after the words “ fere de fide,” 
without convicting yourself of what is not — 
becoming a “ minister of the Gospel.” In 
the same manner you say, that Leo X. con- 
demned Luther for saying: “Jt is not in the © 
power of the Church or the Pope to constitute 
new articles of faith.” Thigisuntrue. Be- 
ingva mere historical fact, if it is net untrue, 
you can easily prove the contrary. Another 
assertion which is untrue, is, that, “as to the 
Pope’s supremacy, there are no less than 
three systems in our church.” Now I defy 
you, or @ny one else, to name a single Catho- 
ic in the whole universe, that has publicly 
denied the Pope’s supremacy, wyrnout FOR- - 
FEITING COMMUNION AND MEMBERSHIP, BY 
THE DENIAL. And if you cannot, what will 
Protestants think of your assertion, that 
‘there are three systems (of doctrine) in our 
church on that subject?—and what will they 
think of a cause defended by such—argu- 
ment? When we come to speak of the 
“Vulgate edition of the Scriptures;” “ the 
Sacraments;”’ “the doctrine of intentions;’” 
“the Apocryphal books,” as you term them; 
“the liberties, which you say (falsely, as I 
hold) the church has ‘aia with the word of 
God;”’ “the writings of the Fathers;” “ Pur- 
atory;” “depriving the people of the cup 
in the Eucharist;” “ Indulgences;” “ Prayer 
in an unknown tongue;”-&c. &c. &c. &c. 
I bind myself to prove, that you have mis- 
represented these doctrines and asserted 
what is not correct. In the mean time, the 
question is, THE RULE oF FAITH. If it be 
true, as I have shown, and as you have ad- 
mitted, that Protestants have nothing, and, 
by. their rule of private interpretation, can 
have nothing, more certain, than their specu- 
lative opinions,” even for the most sacred of 
their own doctrines; so, neither can they 
have any thing more for the condemnation 
of ours. You first condemn our doctrines 
by your own opinions, and then condemn 
our ‘“ruleof faith” by our doctrines! The 
rule of faith is to be judged and deter- 
mined not by your opinions of either .your 
own doctrine, or ours—but by the definition. 
Is your rule true? Is rr INFALLIBLE?”? Was 
IT BSTABLISHED BY Curist?” That is the 
real question. Forif Christ revealed doe- 
trines, and required of men to believe those . 
doctrines, under pain of eternal condemna- 
tion (Mark xvi. 16.) and yet, appointed as a 
medium for ascertaining what they are—a rule 
by which, instead of being preserved as doc- 
trines, they are resolved into a mass of opin- 
ions, as diversified and contradictory as those 
which spring from private interpretation;— 
then we need not inquire, who is right or who , 
is wrong. Every man haga right to his “opin- * 
ion”? whether he denies the real presence in the 
Eucharist, the necessity of regeneration, or 

the Divinity of Jesus Christ. In all revelation 

there is not an opinion—and in all Protestant- 

ism, there is nothing else, but opinion;s—you 

have not attempted to deny either of these 
propositions. 

ou have quoted the ambitious projects 
and pretensions, of individual Popes. Among 
them there have been a few bad, out of a mul- 


commission, recorded in the 28th chapter of 
St. Matthew, addressed to the apostles and 
their legitimate successors, “ until the end of 
the worid.”? “gto ye, therefore, teach all 
nations: baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
Teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you: and, behold Jam 
with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world.” 19.20. By consulting the pa- 
ges uf the New Testament, not as an inspir- 
ed book, if you choose, but as an authentic 
historical document, in which sense it is ad- 
mitted even by Deists, I find that Jesus 
Christ proved the divinity of his mission and 
of his doctrine by evidences, which it requited 
the power of the Deity to exhibit. After 
having thus proved himself to be infallible, 
he required that men should believe his doc- 
trines under pain of eternal ruin. “He, 
that believeth not, shall be condemned. 
Mark xvi. 16. Now, you have agreed, that 
the rule, by which our belief is to be guided, 
was appointed by Christ himself, and is there- 
fore infallible—since it would be blasphemy 
to say, that Christ has appointed a principle 
of guidance, capable of leading astray. In 
my first argument against the pretension of the 
Protestant rule of faith, 1 showed that Christ 
did not establish it. That hedid establish the 
Catholic rule, is what I shall now proceed to 
demonstrate. 

I. In the commission refersed to above, 
all nations and all days, even to the end of ' 
the world, are included. ‘Therefore the ful- 
filment of the Saviour’s injunction, required 
that the apostles should have successors in 
the ministry of “teaching;” since the term of 
human life, which remained to them, bore no 
proportion of the extent of the “ commission,” 
which was limited only by the boundaries of 
the universe—* all nations”—and of time— 
‘tall days, even to the consummation of the 
world.”? I defy you, Rev. Sir, to detect er- 
ror, either in the premises or conclusion of 
this reasoning. Since, then, Christ appoint. 
ed a perpetual succession of pastors. in his 
Church, for the purpose of ** teaching all na-* 
tions,” during “all days,” it is not by exercis- 
ing an unfounded or arbitrary prerogative, but 
in simple obedience to the injunction of Je- 
sus Christ, that Catholics hearken to the 
voice of the church, and the teaching of its 
pastors. I called on you in a former letter, 
to show that Christ established the Protestant 
rule; and those, who never before suspect- 
ed the delusion of that principle, must have 
been disappointed, and pained at the lame 
manner, in which you endeavour to escape 
from the difficulty. ‘They were obliged to sup- 
pose, that the ** commission,” instead of ex- 
tending to “all nations and all times,” as 
Christ had said, expiRep with the apostles; 
—and to suppose that every believer had the 
inspired instructions of some one of the 
‘¢twelve,” and a copy of the Old Testa- 
ment;—and to suppose that the latter, toge- 
ther with the last ** apostle,” (after the death 
of the others,) constituted what you call “the 
equivalent to the Protestant rule of faith,” 
during the interval between the ascension of 


ful for Catholic Christians to feach any doc- 
trine, except that which they once received: 
and it ever was, and is, and will be their 
cuty, to condemn those, who do so. Do the 
heretics, then, appeal to the Scriptures? 
Certainly they do, and this with the utmost 
confidence. You will see them running has- 
tily through the different books of Hol rit, 
those of Moses, Kings, the Psalms, the Gos- 
pels, &c. At home and abroad, in their dis- 
courses and in their writings, they hardly 
produce a sentence, which is not crowded 
with the words of Scripture......Let us re- 
inember, however, that Satan transformed 
himself into an angel of light. If he could 
turn the Scriptures (referring to St. Matt. iv. 
6.) against the Lord of Majesty, what use 
may he not make of them, against us poor 
mortals...... Finally,” he continues, ‘the di- 
vine text is to be interpreted according to the 
tradition of the Catholic Church.” Now, let 
me inform you, that the word “ tradition,” 
in all these passages, means simply, the doc- 
trines transmitted from the apostles, in the 
ministry of teaching by the Pastors of the 
church. 

The next evidence I shall produce in sup- 
port of the Catholic rule of faith, and against 
the Protestant principle, is derived from a 
source, which I am sure you will respect. It 
is the doctrine and practice of your own 
church, laid duwn in the Westninster Con- 
fession. 

The first is the Baptism of inrants; sanc- 
tioned by the “ teaching” of the Pastors of 
the Church, but certain! y not susceptible of 
proof by any text of sacred Scripture. (Page 
159.) The second is the vivlation of the Sab- 
bath, commanded by God to be sanctified 
(Exod. xx. 8.) and the substitution of Sunday 
(without the auruority of any single text of 
Scripture; but in accordance with the con- 
stant ** teaching” of the Pastors of the church 
(page 132.) The third is, in the mutual pro- 
mises exacted both from the minister and the 
congregation in the ceremony of ordaining, 
when the former is obliged to promise ‘‘ sub- 
mission to the discipline of the church,” and 
the latter, both “ opeprence and submission 
unto the new minister, as having RULE ovER 
THEM in the Lord.” (page 590.) Is there any 
scriptural evidence to show that St. Paul re- 

uired such promises, from either Titus or 
Timothy, previous to ordination? I use this 
reference not as an argument, but rather asa 
commentary; which, considering its source, is 
no small compliment to the Catholic rule of 
faith, at the expense of your own. I ma 
add atso, that in the year 1729, the Synod of 
Philadelphia passed an act, called the “ adopt- 
ing act,”? by which not only candidates, but 
professed ministers, were ‘ obliged” to adopt 
the Westminster Confession, as containing 
the summary of scriptural doctrine,”—by 
way, I suppose, of proving the sufficiency of 
the * Bible aLonr; interpreted by each indi- 
vidual for himself.” (See Dr. Miller’s 2d and 
6th letters to Presbyterians. ) 

My first conclusion, then, is, that the Ca- 
tholic rule of fath was instituted by Christ; 
that it is the rule, which prevailed, except 


ly and uselessly discussed and agitated, is | titude of good, virtuous and holy men. The 

“ And although I asked you to meet me in the | Christ and the death of St. John.— And, final- | among the deluded votaries of heresy, in all | most learned doctor or bisho of the church. a fact that 1 am as willing to proclaim, as fact, however, proves nothing more against 
investigation of the Protestant principle first, |ly, they were obliged to suppose, that from the former ages of the Christian Church— But besides, his mother will lave taught him}you are. Catholics may hold either side our rule of faith, than the crime of Judas does 

as the natural order of proceeding: yet I am|the moment of his decease, all living authori- | and finally, that it is the principle to which the | te make the sign of the cross, in the name of}in any of these opinions, without ceas- against the infallibility of Jesus Christ; or 


candid enough to admit your right to deny 
this request. The argument of comparison 
~ seems to be your favourite—and the Pana- 
eea of religion, which you have provided for 
the acknowledged: infirmities of the Protes- 
tant rule of faith, is the everlasting assertion, 
that “our rule works worse than yours.” 
Since, however, you insist upon it, that both 
‘shall be placed side by side, for simultane- 
ous investigation and comparison, I shall 

proceed to comply with the requisition. 
“ The parties agree that there ts an infalli- 


ty of “teaching” was supplanted, by placing 
the Bible alone in the hands of each individu- 
al; leaving him to infer, that the dreams of 
private interpretation constitute the rule of 
Christian belief, appointed by the Saviour 
himself!! And all this on your authority !— 
And all this, in opposition to testimony, which 
Protestants profess to respect. For, besides 
the ** commission to teach,” the Son of God 
has declared to the same effeet, ** I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another com- 
forter, that he may abide with you Forever, 


Presbyterians are obliged to have recourse, 
on a variety of occasions. The reader of 
course, must judge, whether the facts and 
the reasoning authorize this first conclusion. 

II. Is it infallible? If the foregoing con- 
clusion be correct, it must be infallible, ac- 
cording to your own definilion—since ‘* it 
was established by Christ.” At this stage 
of the comparison and investigation of the two 
rules,let us pause and compare notes. You say 
that the Scriptures are infallible: and I agree. 
with you entirely in this belief, —But, then, you 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to signify, 
by this sign, his faith in the redémption,of 
Christ on the cross; and by the words, his 
belief in the adorable Trinity—and now, I 
will send him down to the mines, at the age 
of ten years, furnished with a more orthodoz. 
creed, than some of your Protestant ministers 
profess, after having ** worked” by the Pro- 
testant rule of faith for forty years. Neither 
God, nor common sense requires him tu read 
the 101 folios, which you have been pleased 
to compile for his use. 


ing to be Catholics—precisely because they 
are opinions, and not doctrines, This dis- 
tinction is not new. St. Augustine referred 
to it, when he said, ** In necessariis unitas; 
in non necesssariis libertas; in omnibus, 
charitas.” ‘*In matters of faith, unity; in 
matters not of faith, liberty; in all matters, 
charity.” 

4th. There are besides these, /ocal customs 
and habits, peculiar to different countries and 
ages. 
"Man, Rev. Sir, I defy human ingenuity, | 


the incarceration of a wretched PresByterian 
clergyman in the State-prison of New York, | 
does against the orthodoxy of the * West- 
minster Confession.”? You know to whom I 
allude—and although Ae belonged to your 
communion, I would rather she a tear over 
his misfortunes, than stop to glean arguments 
from the dark record of his crimes, convic- 
tion and ruin. [ should distrust my cause, if 
I thought it required them. 

Your pretty little story about the ** shep- 
herds at the brook,” would be admirable in 


ble rule of faith, established by Christ, to | the Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom | will agree with me, that the infallibility of the But if he be a Protestant ‘¢ Collier,” what | to extract from all you have written, one sin-| pastoral compositions—it is so simple. But 
ide us in matters of religion, and to deter-|the Father will send in my name: He shall Scripture consists in rE senses and not in the then ? He must wart until he is able to regu-} gle genuine argument against the Catholic|in polemics it is quite out of place. Would 
mine disputes in his Church.” ‘Bais, Rev'd late his belief accordin 


teach youall things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you.” John xiv. 16,26. ** He, that heareth 
you, heareth me.” Luke x. 16. In the same 
manner has he pledged his veracity, that ‘the 
ates of hell shall not prevail against his 
hurch”—that, **He himself will abide with 
it FoREvVER”—and St. Paul tells us, that 
‘sfaith comes by HEARING, and hearing bythe 
word of God”—and that Christ has “ given 
some apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry.” Eph. iv. 11. The same 
apostle elsewhere says of the church, that it 
is “the pillar and ground of truth.”? Will you, 
then, Rev. Sir, impugn the veracity of the Sa- 
viour, by asserting, that when, in these texts, 
he said “ forever,” he meant only ‘*till the 
death of the lagt apostle??? If you say so, 
the Universalist will comprehend the value 
of the admission ; and he will borrow your 
key to explain everlasting punishment. 
Ihe question is not now, Rev. Sir, whe- 
ther it is to the pastors of the Roman Catho- 
lic church, or to those of the Protestant 


to the **Bible alone.” 
Of course, he must read all—to make the rule 
complete. But if some passages seem to 
contradict others? Why, then he has to 
compare parallel passages, and explain one 
text by unother. But he cannot read. Then 
he must hear it read. The first chapter of 
the Gospel of St. John, is not more than half 
finished, when he exclaims, **€ am a poor 
uneducated man, and [ really do not under- 
stand what you read. Just tell me in plain 
language, what the book says.” ‘It says, 
that Infant Baptism is sufficient,” replies my 
learned opponent.—** No, retorts the Bap- 
tist, you must believe and be baptized, and 
that by immersion.’? —“ The Baptism of the 
spirit is sufficient,” says the Quaker—* Why 
Gentlemen,” cries out the Collier, ** you star- 
tle me! You must repent and avoid hell,” 
continues the Methodist. ‘* There is no hell 
in the Bible,” says the Universalist, ** it is 
a bug-bear invented by priestcraft.””—* You 


ink, binding or paper of which the volume is 
composed. Itself declares that “ the letter 
killeth, but the spiri¢ giveth life.” The Pro- 
testant principle, therefore, isnot rational, for 
this reason, that, although the Book be in 
every case infallible, the private INTERPRETA- 
Tron of the book is, in every case, confessedly 
the reverse. If you hear a Unitarian quote 
Scripture, fo prove that Jesus Christ was a 
very good man, but nothing more;—a Sweden- 
borgian, to prove that this ‘*‘ very good man” 
was Jehovah the eternal God, and that the 
idea of two other distinct persons in the Deity 
is an error;—if you hear the Episcopalian 
quoting it to establish the distinction between 
bishops and presbyters,—the Universalist,— 
indulging his charity, for the honour of the 
Almighty, and thé comfort of the human 
race,—quoting it, to disprove the existence 
of a deyil or a hell, which he regards as su- 

erstitions, that not even the light of the 

eformation was capable of expelling—what 
do you say in all these cases? You say that 
the individual has, indeed, the ink, paper, 
book and even the words of Scripture, but 
that the sense and true meaning are wanting. 


rule of faith. You present, indeed, in each 
of your letters, a crowd of assertions against 
local customs and free opinions of Catholics: 
against the discipline or doctrines of the 
church, with which doctrines alone is the in- 
fallibility of the Catholic rule of faith con- 
nected;) and condemning our doctrifiés by | draw the conclusion. 

your confessedly fallible principle ef gui-/ But then in-Rome, there is one day in the 
dance, you arrive at the easy conclusion, that | year (not to speak of kissing the Pontifical 

our rule of faith is not tle true rule! Have} slipper) for ** blessing horses, asses, and oth- 
you attempted to show, that it did corres-|er beasts!” In answerto this, Ihaveonlyto 
pond with your own definition of the true|say that on no day of the year, would a min- 
ruleP—-That it was not ‘established by| ister of the Gospel refuse, if respectfully in- 
Christ?’—That it is not competent “to guide| vited, to perform a similar Operation, over a 

us in matters of religion”—or ‘* to deter-| piece of good beef, such as may always 
mine disputes in the Church of Christ ?’+be found in our Philadelphia markets. I see 
No! And yet Tus pErrnirion is the frue|no difference, except that in this case the 
standard, by which we have both agreed to| “‘ beast” happens to be dead; and that the 
compare the Catholic and ‘the Protestant| maxim has it “nil nisi bonwmde mortuis.” 
rules; and to determine which of the two is| But, Rev. Sir, the courtesies of society regard 

the false, and which is the frue principle of| us both as clergymen, notwithstanding your 


guidance, in ascertaining the doctrines of} mutilated exordium,“ Sir’y—and as clergymen 
must worship Christ,” says the Lutheran. | Christ, as distinguished from the opinions of | it dees not become us to treat so grave a sub- 


‘“*If you do,” says the Unitarian, “you will|men. ‘This is the standard, with which J] ject, with levity or ridicule. Is the Protes- 
commit idolatry; for Christ is nothing more | compared the Protestant rale of faith—when | tant principle the true rule of Christian faith, 
than a mere creature, according to the Scrip-|1 proved in my former letters, that the one] or is it not the rule, exclusively of sectarian 


you know why? Because, there the shep- 
herds, sheep and lambs were many;—here, 
the rule of faith, according to your own defi- 
nition and agreement, is but one. And if I 
prove that it is not that, which Protestants 
profess to follow—the reader can easily 


Sir, is the standard, by which, according to 
your own agreement, the ¢rue rude ot Chris- 
tian belief is to be determined. Now the 
rofessed priticiple of Protestantism is “ the 
Bible alone, interpreted by each individual 
EF mistake the Protestant 


for himself.” 
rule. I request you to correct me.) I have 
ten distinct heads, the reasons, 
which make it manifest & my mind, that the 
Protestant principle, though specious in its 
theory, and flattering to the self-sufficiency 
of the human mind, is found to be a delusion 
in practice, and does not correspond, in a 
single property, with the definition of the 
rule instituted by the Redeemer of men. 
The Protestant pringzple is flattering to hu- 
man pride, by teaching the most unlearned 
individual, that God has ee hin a Bible 
and an understanding, and,that, by the ap- 
plication of the one to the other, he cannot be 
deceived, since it is the Almighty himself 
that speaks in the text. But whogpeaks in 
the understanding !—By this principle, how- 
ever, he is bound to frame his own creed ; 
and though all Christendgm should agree in 


ptonouncing his belief a heresy, he is bound churches, that belongs the inheritance of|Then—rvery Tuine 18 wantinc. Where | fures—the Father alone is God.” —* Oh! how | has not @ single property, in common with|opinion? That is the real question—on the 
to hold, that all Christendom ish error, and | this divine commission and of these immortal | then, I would ask, is the security on which | you blaspheme,” exclaims the Swedenbor-|the other. This I proved in ten distinct} proper solution of which, may depend the sal- 


that he alone is right, since he follows the| promises.- The question is not now, what 
infallible word of God, the Bible alone! pare the marks of the ¢rue church;—but the 
This principle is the more delusive and | question is the true rule of faith. The texts 
dangerous, because it carries with it a seem-|of Scripture adduced above, prove that the 
ing air of respect and reverence for, the in-} Catholic principle bas the first property of 
spired writings; whilst in fact*thef€ is not the true rule; vig -**it was established 6 

a text in the sacred volume, which it does| Christ.” « But this is not all. To prove 
not give up to be broken on the wheel of} that, in the primitive church, these texts 
private interpretation. It entirely overlooks| were understood in the sense in which I 
the distinction, that it is not the book, but| have used them, I will take the liberty of 


either they or you can depend, unless the in- 
terpretation, as well as the text, be infallible? 
But this you have given up—and methinks 
I hear you solving the difficulty by the all- 
potent interrogatory: ** in what is your rule 

It is better in this; that according to our 
rule, the Scripture, so far as doctrine and 
morals are concerned, has but one sense and 
one meaning, through all, the ages of the 


ian, “ ‘The Son alone constitutes the Deity; 

‘he Father?—** Stop, Gentlemen,’ ifter- 
rupts the Colliers ‘* pray whence did ypu get 
this book?”—** From the Saviour of the- 
world,” answer all.—‘* And for what pure 
pose?”—** Why, as an infallible rule of 
faith,” says Mr. Breckinridge, “to guide us 
in matters of religion, and to determine disputss 
in the Church of Christ.”»—*“ But by what rule 
do you interpret —**We are Protestants,” 


propositions, supported by facts and argu- 
ments, to which, as laid down in my /ast let- 
ter, I beg leave to refer the reader. He will 
perceive that you never take up my argu- 

ent, as-# has been arranged by myself—but 
having moulded it, into a manageable shape, 
you refute the creature of distortion, but leave 
the difficulty, unsolved. Allow me to give 
a specimen from your last epistle. 

VL. VII. ‘* There are two methods of set- 


vation of immortal souls, for whom Christ 
died.—If there are under heaven, in the whole 
volume of reason and revelation, arguments 

{6 prove, that the“ Bible alone, interpreted 

by each individual for himself,” is “ the in- 
fallible rule of faith”—that “ the Bible alone, 
interpreted by each individual for himself,” 7 
is **the rule established by Christ”—* to guide. 
us in mallers of religion and to determine 


disputes in his church,”——I again entreat you 
the true meaning 


the book, which consti- 
tutes the word of God. It is thus, that Pro- 
testants by following owt. their own rule 
of faith to its legitimate consequences, have 


+» © walked, under the pretended guidance of 


the Bible along, into the doctrines of Suci- 
nianism. This has been cated ‘‘the grand 
heresy of the Reformation;”—but how, bit- 


- terly may its professors retort on their’ Pro- 


testant brethren of other denominations. 


quoting briefly the testimony of two credible 
witnesses. St. lrenzus, the disciple of St. 
Polycarp, says: ‘*supposing the apostles had 
not left us the Scriptures, ought we not, still 
to have followed the ordinance of tradition, 
which they consigned to those to whom they 
committed the churches? It is this ordh- 


nance of traditions, which many nations of 


barburians, believing in Christ, follow, with- 
out the use of letters or ink.’ Iren. adv. 


church, and all the nations ofthe earth. With 
us, it is a principle of religion and of common 
sense, that the Holy Ghost does not contra- 
dict himself either in the Scripture, or in the 
interpretation of it; and consequently the 
meaning is the same now, that it was before 
the Reformation, and up to the days, when 
the church received the Divine Book, from the 
hands of its inspired authors. But you will 
say we are forbidden to read the Scriptures. 


answer all, ‘cand the Bible alone, interpreted 


by each individual ‘for himself,’ is our rule 


of faith.”’°—** Well, Gentlemen, I am, as you 


perceive, a plain, uneducated Collier; but if 


God has given me an ounce of common un- 
derstanding, whereby to form a judgment, 


my judgment, from what I have seen and 
heard, is this—either, that Jesus Christ was 


| 


a juggler ; or, that your rule of faith is false; 
—or, that I am pEerRancep. You are all 


tling disputes, reason and force: you take 
the latter; we the former. ‘There are two 


You assert that the Bible has failed, and thus 
make YOUR CHURCH BETTER THAN Curistr 
AnD His AposrLes.” Indeed, Rev'd Sir, 
I should be sorry to be guilty of either the 
argument, or the blasphemy. Let the reader 
compare this, with my own arguments, VI. 


and VII. and I have no doubt but he will ac- 


rules, the Bible and the Church of Rome.} Auman invention, and not of Christ 


to furnish them. 
be furnished, then is your rule of faith of 
8 appoint- 
ment. The “definition” constitutes the mark 
of the Divine “‘ Shepherd” stamped upon the 
true rule, under the guidance of which, there is 
but “one sheepfold,’ his disciples being “one” 
in doctrine, as “ He and the Father are one,” 


in nature and purpuse. Yours, &c. 
Jno. Hucues. 


lf no such arguments cane 
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